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About the Lenten Devotional


Welcome to the first Lenten Devotional written by the members of Christ Presbyterian Church. In this booklet you will find the reflections of people that you know and love wrestling with the truth of the Word of God.

The purpose of this devotional is to lead us closer to Christ and fall deeper in love with Him. This devotional highlights the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We don’t all need a seminary degree or be a biblical scholar to understand the Word of God. The Bible was meant to be accessible to all who have God’s Spirit. Almost everyone that wrote a devotional said to me that they didn’t feel qualified or were challenged by this assignment. I think you will agree with me after reading these daily devotionals God equipped and empowered all of them.
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Let us join together during Lent and be a body the commits to spending more time with the Lord.

How to Use this Devotional....

· Monday through Saturday in Lent take 15 minutes of your day to spend with God in this devotional. (Sundays we get to spend the day together around His Word).

· First, read the scripture verses of the day (Don’t skip this step!)

· Second, read the personal reflection from a member of CPC.

· Third, talk with God:

· Pray for the person that wrote the devotion

· Pray for your 5 Old and 5 New Friends

· Ask God what He is telling you through the scripture and reflection.

· Pray for anything else on your heart.
Day 1
Wednesday, February 6
Read Luke 18:9-14

Written by Jeane Clay

When I was very young my parents taught me to tithe. I have practiced this most of my life. At times I was unable to meet my pledge. I remember one of those times hearing a minister say if you can’t pay your bills, give more to the Lord. We decided to try this by increasing our church pledge. We were surprised to find that it worked. You really can’t out give the Lord.

We were never rich but we always had what we needed. In fact, we had lots of things that we just wanted. Now tithing is second nature for me, and I am thankful for God’s help. I do have to be careful not to be self-righteous about this. At times I must ask for God’s forgiveness.


It is through God’s strength that I am able to give my tithes and offerings.

Prayer: Gracious Lord, thank you for my many blessings. Especially for Christian parents that taught my husband and I to tithe. In Jesus name we pray. Amen!

Day 2
Thursday, February 7
Read Deuteronomy 7:6-11
Written by Dora Boaten-Adusei

All we need to do is to trust and obey the Word and we will see the hand of the Lord in our lives. God’s faithfulness and love will be upon our lives just as He promises and He will be our great provider. I am a great testimony to this promise.

A little over 11 years ago, my husband died, which was so difficult for me especially having four children. Initially, what came to mind at the time was to get my husband’s insurance money and find a better place for my children and I to live. However, the bible states that your ways are not my ways; neither your thoughts my thoughts. This is to say that God had a totally different plan for my life. I started to cry and pray to God to please show me a way by which I can raise my four children.


I mapped out my life with my husband’s insurance money even though I didn’t have it at my disposal. I never received that money and I had no choice but to turn to God because I believed and trusted Him. Amazingly, God proved Himself to us by being the provider. God brought us out of our worries of how to gain a better future and has replaced it with a promise of a better future; which is a promise from old. Presently, one of my four kids is finished with college; looking to enroll in a masters program in the upcoming year; two are in college and the last born in 10th grade. I say all this as an encouragement to all to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding. Remember Him in all your ways and He shall direct your path.”
Day 3
Friday, February 8
Read Titus 2:1-15
Written by Betty Bradley

When our grandson, Andy, was about three or so, we were at a gathering at this folks’ home. Someone asked Andy if he had any grandparents. He said, “Oh yes, I have three grandpas and one grandma.” He went on to explain, there’s Great Grandpa (his mother’s grandfather), Grandpa Herbie (his Dad’s father), there’s just plain Grandpa (his mother’s father) and Grandma belongs to just plain Grandpa. We all laughed but as I look back on it I think it must have been pretty obvious that I belonged to Frank that even a small child realized it.

Shouldn’t I, shouldn’t all Christians live our lives so that it will be obvious to people we meet that we belong to Christ?

Prayer: Dear Father, please help us to live each day so that others will know that we belong to you. Amen!

Day 4
Saturday, February 9
Read John 1:43-51
Written by Gary Bernice

When Jesus called Philip to be his disciple, he simply said, “follow me.” In his book Jesus With Dirty Feet, Don Everts discusses this simple, yet powerful concept of following Jesus: 
"To really understand 'Christianity' we have to go back to the beginning, to put first things first. For starters, Jesus was not a Christian. He never asked anyone to become a Christian, never built a steepled building, never drew up a theological treatise, never took an offering, never wore religious garments, never incorporated for tax purposes . . . He simply called people to follow him. That's it. That, despite its simplicity, is it. He called people to follow him.”


The first two disciples were Simon and Andrew. Philip joined them not long after. As Everts says, they were “regular guys.” They were the first Christians ever. They didn’t think at all about ‘becoming Christians’ or taking on a new religion. They simply responded to Jesus’ call to “follow me.” 
Day 5
Monday, February 11
Read Deuteronomy 8:1-20

Written by Nikali Benkert

Why should you follow the rules? This question is constantly posed by my students when confronted with certain regulations at school. I hear things like, “It’s not fair!” or “What do I get out of it?” or my favorite, “That rule is just stupid!” It’s difficult to respond to these statements and most of the time I find myself just saying “because it makes you a better person to follow the rules”.


This is precisely why the Lord had given a set of laws to the Israelites. He is not setting rules in place to make life miserable but rather to make life more enjoyable. The Lord is delighted when we follow His commands and He can see a brighter future for us than we can possibly imagine. 


However, as seen in Deuteronomy 8:20, failing to follow his commands will result in the destruction of our lives. In Job 36:11-12 we find the following, “If (we) obey and serve Him, (we) will spend the rest of our days in prosperity and our years in contentment. But if (we) do not listen, (we) will perish by the sword and die without knowledge.” We continually have choices in life and the Lord has given us direction as to the path we should take. By following the rules and listening to His Word, we find ourselves being forever molded and changed into His image.

Day 6
Tuesday, February 12
Read John 2:13-22

Written by Sandy Burgess

There are times when we find it hard to believe God’s Word. When Jesus rebuked the people for turning the temple into a marketplace, the Jews questioned his authority; He declared that His body (the temple) would be restored in three days. After Jesus’ death and resurrection, His disciples remembered the incident in the temple, remembered their Master’s words, and believed what He had said. 

Prayer: God, I pray for the courage to believe in Your promises, even when it is hard to be faithful to You.

Day 7
Wednesday, February 13
Read John 2:23-3:15

Written by Charlotte Danner

It is easy to believe in things you see. In Jerusalem the people saw the miracles Jesus was performing and they believed in Him.


Today, we find our faith strengthened in reading and studying the Bible, and praying for help for our problems and concerns. There have been times I could feel God’s presence guiding me. When my husband died, God was there making the path a little smoother though many friends and family members by just being there.


Jesus died a terrible death and was raised to heaven for all of us. All who believe in our Lord and Savior will have eternal life. Open your hearts to Jesus and believe in Him.

Day 8
Thursday, February 14
Read John 3:16-21
Written by Stephen Farnham

This passage is important to me because it is one of the first scripture verses I remember hearing and it is one of the first I memorized. It simplifies most of what Christians believe. Jesus is God's only son and all we need to do is believe in Him and we have eternal life. The passage also tells us how man dwells in darkness without God, which is so apparent in my high school and in the world. I pray God uses me to bring His light into my school and the world.

Day 9
Friday, February 15
Read Hebrews 4:11-16
Written by Lise Gill

During Lent I often find myself reviewing how comfortable my life is. I think about how blessed I am to have a warm home with all the luxuries of running water and electricity, a family that loves each other, vehicles that get us where we need to go and a loving church family. As I found out these past two years, I really can get “ungrateful” fast. There are many things that times of trial can teach us. This past year God showed me that He wants me to have integrity so I can be trusted with responsibility. This was something that was continually tested during this time and with each testing it became more evident that this was an area that God wanted me to glorify Him with. My greatest purpose in life is to glorify God. God has chosen me and He wants to be glorified by my bearing much fruit. Doug Wilson once said “How can we live like machines and expect to bear fruit like trees?” The world we live in would have us believe that success is materialistic. God is honored by the way I loved Him this week.


There is no way that you could have told me over 3 years ago that we would be where we are right now and we would be rejoicing in His faithfulness. We truly can attest to Hebrews 4:15-16

Prayer: Dear Lord, May this day find me making the decision to know the importance of my life in you and your calling on my life as I lay down everything else on the altar of God.

Day 10
Saturday, February 16
Read Deuteronomy 11:18-28

Written by Andy Benkert

Although this passage represents a simple idea it is comprised of a rather difficult task to implement. The idea is simple enough; all you have to do is represent yourself in the ways of the Lord. No matter where you are or what situation you are in, you should obey the word of the Lord. Of course this is easier said than done and thus ‘doing’ is where the difficulty comes in. 

To be all God all the time means you have to struggle against the evils of this world tugging you in every direction except the way of the Lord. The easy way to go about life is to do your own thing, surround yourself with material possessions and be content with just getting by. It is written that you should “fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds” meaning that just because you are by yourself and no one else is looking you should still follow the way of the Lord. In addition, your thoughts and actions should be written “on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates”. Therefore, your love of God should be presented so that all who pass by will know that you are a person of God.


This should be done “so that your days and the days of you children may be many in the land that the Lord swore to give your forefathers”. In other words, this means that if you obey God’s command then you will have a place in God’s kingdom. For everyone that obeys God’s commands will have eternal life. 


Of course with a gift as great as this comes the caveat that failure to obey the commands of God means you will live this life but after you die you will not have a place amongst His people.

This passage means a lot to me. It lays out a clear idea of how you should live your life. Though incredibly tough to achieve the reward, it is well worth the sacrifice. I can think of times in my life were I could easily choose the ways of this world rather than follow God’s commands. For example, early in my life I would often try to do my own thing, thinking I had all the answers and each time coming up short and feeling like I left something out. Too often I get caught up in living for the here and now and I need to strive to “fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds” and I should keep my faith not inside but rather “on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates”. 
Day 11
Monday, February 18
Read Romans 1:1-15

Written by Lillie Hickerson

As Christians, our ministry is to spread the Good News of the Gospel. As Paul stated in his letter to the Romans, We can help each other grow and develop together in our faith and strengthen each other in a closer spiritual relationship. When we learn to communicate openly with each other, we will be better able to spread the Good News to all people. This will be reflected in our daily lives whether at work, home, church or any place where we are. We will reflect the love of Christ and will be able to speak boldly about His love for all people; His life on earth and death on the Cross for our salvation and forgiveness of our sins.

Prayer: Gracious God thank you for your son Jesus, His life and death on the Cross for us. May we always remember this. Help us to grow closer to you and to reflect your love so that others may come to know you through us. Amen!
Day 12
Tuesday, February 19
Read Romans 1:16-25

Written by Hector Irizarry

Being righteous does not come easy for me. There comes a dark hour in every life when the world caves in and we are left trapped in the rubble of reality, parched and dying. Many people decide to die and many others decide to live, I decided to live. God I need your help!

During my learning walk through life, especially during my tour of duty in Iraq with the U.S Army I have learned:

· To recognize God’s magnificence for everything including the circumstances that He brings to my life. 

· To seek Gods mercy at all time. Because as a human, sin is always before me. Therefore I must look at the Righteous One, Jesus Christ the Lord for guidance.

· To be thankful for the circumstances that the mighty God has put me in. While serving with the Army in Iraq I was in the grave danger dealing. I had to keep watch for all kind of enemy attacks knowing that I was surrounded by many enemies disguised as regular civilians. It is precisely at those moments when I see myself in the turmoil when Gods grace would fill my soul with peace and comfort. As the scripture tells us in 2 Timothy 1:7 God did not give us spirit of fear but of power, love and self disciplined. Amen!

In conclusion God’s righteousness is revealed to me through the scriptures so I can learn to be righteous by faith.

Day 13
Wednesday, February 20
Read Romans 1:26 – 2:11
Written by Tracy Andrew Johnson

What does it mean to do good? Does it mean that we live by the golden rule—treating others as we want to be treated? Or does it mean that we don’t live in our self-seeking debased mind that is full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness.


Doing good in this passage for Paul is living in the truth. The truth of knowing that God’s grace and kindness is meant to lead us to repentance not judgment. Doing good means seeking first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness—His justice (Matthew 6:33). God’s justice which shows no partiality between people but does distinguished between those that repent and those that don’t.

God is not interested in what you have accomplished or if you have accomplished more than others—for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23). God is interested if you have repented—turned from the way of the flesh and pursued Him.


The root of our sin is our desire to glorify our self. To pursue what pleases us and what benefits us. This self-aggrandizing life naturally leads us to compare and judge ourselves to others. All God wants to do is compare ourselves to ourselves. Have we repented? Have we changed our ways? Are we pursing God and not our self? God doesn’t compare or show partiality—but God does judge.
Prayer: Dear gracious and kind Lord, help me to focus on you today and seek to please you and not myself. Help me to correct myself as I judge others today and instead allow you to judge me so I can be more like you today than I was yesterday. Thank you Jesus! Amen!

Day 14
Thursday, February 21
Read Romans 2:12-24

Written by Patrick Murray

Paul is not too pleased with these people. Why? Because they are judgmental. They were pointing the finger at others when they should have been paying attention to themselves. If you are convinced that you are … an instructor of the foolish … because you have in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself?” Romans 2:19-21. The same warning can be directed at Christians today. We do have the embodiment of the truth in Jesus Christ, but we hold it in “jars of clay”, as Paul instructs us. See 2 Cor. 4:7. Therefore, it is dangerous to think that, individually, we have cornered the market on righteousness simply because we say we have Jesus.


In this reading, Paul seems very concerned that his fellow Jewish believers were saying one thing and doing another. He was reminding them that the Father became angry when the Jews did the same thing “back in the day.” That’s why he paraphrases from Isaiah and Ezekiel in verse 24. Paul was instructing them that simply calling yourself a Christian was not enough, any more than simply being circumcised made you a Jew. It was your actions that revealed the condition of your heart, not your words, and certainly not any physical sign on the body.


Relax, we are saved by grace and not by works, however, we best not boast of our place in the Kingdom unless our actions reveal a “circumcised” heart.

Prayer: Dear Lord, during Lent, I will take the time to focus on my own actions rather than the actions of others. I will pray for the discernment of the Holy Spirit to determine where changes must be made in my life and for the power to implement those changes.

Day 15
Friday, February 22
Read John 5:30-47
Written by Erin Quinney

In our brokenness it is so easy to seek the acceptance of those around us, to seek their advice and counsel, desiring their recognition and affirmation. We, not only allow them to judge how we measure up in the roles we play in our lives (what kind of employee, friend, parent, etc.), when we think we are doing well we encourage their praise and hold on to every word. Often times, we rely on this input to define who we are, where we are headed and in our decision-making process. This passage glaringly points out the error of our ways.


We have left out the only truly just judge, God. As children of God he has sent us into this world for His work and His purposes. Do we seek His praise over that of man? Do we seek His counsel above all else? Do we desire the praise that comes from Him?


Let the example of Himself, which Jesus has laid out in this passage challenge you.

Prayer: Lord, help me to seek your face in all circumstances. Let each day bring me closer to you. Help me hear your voice clearly and weigh it over the noise of the world. Keep the desires of my heart in sync with yours. May I be defined by and delight in the One who created me and for whose purposes I am here. Amen!

Day 16
Saturday, February 23
Read Jeremiah 13:1-11
Written by Cherylynn Thans

Many of my friends and family are like the worthless girdle (or loincloth) in Jeremiah 13. They walk around and refuse to listen to the Word of God. Instead of serving many gods they don’t serve any god. They don’t believe in a religion and they follow their own will. As hard as I try to share my faith and be kind to everyone they won’t come around. When the Lord compares people who don’t believe to the worthless girdle (or loincloth) it made me think if I could take back all the times I’ve turned away from Him. I would have to apologize a million times if he were an unforgiving God. However, all I have to is ask forgiveness one time and all is forgiven. Anyone who is worthless in the eyes of the Lord only needs to ask for Him and He will be there one hundred percent.

Day 17
Monday, February 25
Read Romans 4:1-12
Written by Tracy Andrew Johnson

The doctrine of justification by faith is not new to Paul, but is a principle rooted in the Old Testament. For Jews the Father of the Covenant, Abraham was justified by his works—through his action and willingness to sacrifice his son, Isaac, at God requests. Yet, Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 to illustrate that God credited righteousness to Abraham not when we was willing to sacrifice his Son, but when he believed and trusted God in the beginning as they made a covenant. It was not Abraham’s actions, but his belief in God that came first.

For Paul, it is imperative that we understand that it is not us that accomplish salvation but it is God alone. It is not through our actions or works that allow us to be justified but it is what God has accomplished for us and in us. Paul doesn’t even allow us to have belief-righteousness—meaning the perspective that we choose to believe God. Paul’s concern is that God gets all of the glory. If we allow ourselves any inkling of glory then the story becomes about us and what we accomplished. Paul states it even more clearly in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me not to make it about myself. Help me to realize that salvation and a relationship with you is your gift to me and not my gift to you. Lord, help me to boast in you today and not in myself.
Day 18
Tuesday, February 26
Read Romans 4:13-25

Written by Fred Whitney

Abraham was a most important person in the Old Testament. The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Romans, tells us of Abraham’s importance. As Paul points out God told Abraham he was to be the father of many nations. Paul also points out that God made this decision based on Abraham’s “righteousness of faith”. Throughout the centuries Abraham’s heirs have maintained this kind of faith and passed it from one generation to another.


This special faith in God has created all that is good in God’s universe—and it has been the foundation on which our great nation has been built. As I gave thought to the history behind our country, I realized that over the many years from Abraham to this day many people had to have some degree of Abraham’s faith to bring us to the point we are now at.


In my personal case it came mostly from my parents. My father found Christ in his teens and went on to become a Presbyterian minister. His choice of a wife was the daughter of a Presbyterian minister. The faith of my parents, and others, made a positive affect on me and resulted in my Christian activities over the years of my life. For this, I am most grateful.


One need not be a minister to have and pass on this faith. Daily I must live with this faith and give serious thought to passing it on.
Day 19
Wednesday, February 27
Read Romans 5:1-11

Written by Cheri Turnbull

My son and his family live in Virginia. When I go to visit them, I fly into Greensboro, NC with one stopover, usually in Atlanta, GA. A friend of mine told me about $10.00 flights out of Westover Air Force Base to Columbus, OH. She said they were adding a few new destinations and one was an airport in North Carolina. I checked it out and to my happy surprise the airport was Greensboro. I made a few phone calls to my husband and son, checked available flight schedules, and booked my round-trip flight that very afternoon. Not only did I get an unbelievable deal on my flight, but, it was non-stop, making the trip short two-hours. In addition, as a thank you for booking on-line, I received a coupon for $10.00 off my next flight. Plus, for a limited time, there were other discounts available to me on dining, shopping, and entertainment.


Paul’s description of the benefits from justification by faith reads like this. As if being saved and reconciled to God is not enough, once we are made righteous, we have peace with God and a ticket to Heaven. Our faith and hope give us the ability to rejoice in the second coming of Christ. Paul does not say there will be no turbulence. However, further blessings come each time we overcome trouble if we don’t give up but stand firm in our faith and rely on God’s Word. Over time, we grow in character with each battle we fight and win. These victories lead to a strengthened faith and hope in God. And this brings about a change in heart. It gives us the desire to live Godly lives. To top it off, even if we lose battles or fail to live up to Godly standards, God will continue to love us. We can be sure of this because He loved us immensely before we were saved. How much more so now that we are reconciled—it is incomprehensible to us. Lastly, this is not a limited time offer. These blessings never end.

Day 20
Thursday, February 28
Read Romans 5:12-21
Written by Laura Farnham

I’ve never really understood Lent. In middle school and early high school, my impression of Lent was that it was an outward expression of faith for those who didn’t believe in Christ. This was because the only people I knew who acknowledged Lent were my atheist and agnostic peers who would give up chocolate in order to please their Catholic parents. I didn’t understand Lenten sacrifice until about two years ago, when I saw people from church giving up things they cared about and taking time instead to meditate, pray, and read their Bibles. These people were strengthened by their sacrifices and were grateful to have had this time to give to God. My understanding now is that Lent is a time in which Christians sacrifice something precious or routine in their lives and remember Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.


In Paul’s letter to the Romans, he discusses the unique power of Christ’s sacrifice through His death and resurrection: the power to save all of humanity from death. Paul writes that only once before has a single person’s choice affected the entire human populace: Adam’s choice to turn away from God. Paul notes that “sin entered the world through one man” (Rom 5:12 NIV), but in the same way, grace entered the world through one man, Jesus Christ. Christ’s sacrifice justifies mankind and allows righteousness to reign (Rom 5: 17 NIV). We should spend our time during this season of Lent to reflect on the enormity of Christ’s sacrifice, the impact it has had on all of humanity, and the difference between man’s choice to sin and God’s choice to redeem.

Day 21
Friday, February 29
Read 
Jeremiah 11:1-17

Romans 6:1-11


John 8:33-47

Written by Carolyn Farnham & Pat LaRose

After reading these passages, it is clear that sin is a very powerful force, strong enough to separate us from the God that created us to be in a loving relationship with Him. Sin is huge. From the smallest sinful thought to the most atrocious act, sin separates us from God. This is the real death. The death of our body and the end of our life on earth is just that: the end of life. But the truth is that death is really the lost opportunity to be in a loving relationship with the God of the universe forever. The good news is that none of us has to suffer this death. God Himself took on our punishment, death, so we can be with Him. We only have to believe in Jesus and we will be with Him forever. It is hard to believe that eternal life with God is so simple, but these passages reassure us that it is.

Day 22
Saturday, March 1
Read John 8:47-59
Written by Carol Flanagan

As I continued to look through these words I wondered how the Jews could deny Jesus, even though they witnessed many miracles he had performed.


Jesus was not looking for glory for himself but for our Father in Heaven. People don’t realize that when we reject Jesus that we are rejecting our Father. Jesus tells us that if we believe in the Father and honor Him we will have everlasting life.


During my life, I have had a lot of turmoil and for a long time did not really know the Lord. Then I met someone who taught me about Jesus and how he died for me. All I had to do was open my heart and let Jesus in and accept Him as my savior.


There were many things that happened in my life after this. I lost my 34 year-old niece, whom I raised, to a heart attack; my husband passed away; my health went down; and I became homeless. At this point in my life, I began to lose my way and faith with the Lord. I thought I would never turn back to God. Jesus would not let me be alone. He kept people in my life praying for me. People would call and encourage me that Jesus was there for me. The day I reached out to our Father I knew I was going to be alright and that Jesus would forgive me without any questions.


The only one that we need to honor is our Father in Heaven because honoring ourselves would be worthless. God is the Holy One—the one that answers prayers. He is the one that loves us no matter what. God is the great “I am.”
Day 23
Monday, March 3
Read Romans 7:1-12

Written by Lisa Hansen-Benkert

Several months ago, I asked the Holy Spirit to show me my sin. But I don’t think I was prepared for the events that followed. I was tormented by bad dreams, haunted by visions of the sins of my past. Insomnia plagued me. Was it coincidence that during this same period of my life, I was more physically ill than I had ever been before? There were times that I sometimes felt as though there was something seriously wrong with me. I was dying – dying to the sins of my past. The Holy Spirit pointed out, specifically, each individual sin. I realized that I had been living in bondage to the sins of my past. I confessed these sins, individually, specifically. Slowly, I was being released from the chains that bound me.


At the women’s retreat in the fall, the main speaker, Priscilla Shirer, was amazing. The day we were leaving, I bought a book written by Priscilla and had her sign it, but I didn’t read what she had written right away. During the worship that morning, we sang Amazing Grace by Chris Tomlin: “My chains are gone, I’ve been set free …”. I sobbed at the overwhelming feeling of release. Later that night, at home, I opened the book that Priscilla had signed for me. She wrote, “Lisa, Freedom! Galatians 5:1”. My new life verse – look it up.

Day 24
Tuesday, March 4
Read Jeremiah 17:19-27
Written by Bill Kaeding

Jeremiah lived about 2,600 years ago in the kingdom of Judah. About 626 BC, when he was about 20 years of age he was called by God to become a prophet. The Lord said to Jeremiah that he should stand at the gates to Jerusalem and tell the people that if they care about their lives they should listen to God's message and not desecrate the Sabbath by turning it into just another workday, but should keep the Sabbath Day holy as God had commanded their ancestors.

Although Jeremiah was a praying and meditative person, he bemoaned his fate as a prophet. The people paid little attention to Jeremiah, and he became a laughing stock, and complained bitterly against God. God warned that if the people would not listen he would burn down the whole city, palaces and all, with a fire no one would be able to quench. 

Even today proper Sabbath-keeping has become a controversial issue. Most professing Christians "agree" with nine of the Ten Commandments. But what of the Fourth Commandment "Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it Holy?" God expects us to do our work, take care of business, enjoy recreation pursuits during the first six days of the week. That is our time, but the Sabbath is God's time. 

Day 25
Wednesday, March 5
Read 
Jeremiah 18:1-11

Romans 8:1-11

Written by Jessica Johnson

You are clay in the potter’s hands. You are being molded and shaped by the creator of this universe. I am frightened to imagine the vast power of our God. I find comfort in knowing that such a God loves me enough to have sent His one and only son that I may have eternal life with the Father. 

I get confused as I wonder, as a lump of clay, what is my responsibility? Do I have any at all? What does it look like to be moldable? How do I become a person who can be molded? Why must I insist on my own ways? Is there hope as I long to be more like Him?


Ultimately, I am simply humbled that a God, who created me in His image, is so willing to be involved in my life in such great detail. I am humbled as I plot and plan my own comings and goings to realize that the God of the universe has a plan for my life and He is willing to form me into that which glorifies Him if only I can rest in His spirit. 

As you consider Jeremiah, what is your response? Are you comforted, frightened, confused or humbled? Is there some other emotion these verses elicit? 

I wonder if it isn’t the Spirit that is dwelling in me that makes me moldable. I wonder if it can be as simple as resting in the arms of our Creator and trusting His spirit to be my guide and then I wonder why I make it any more difficult than need be. 

Rest in His hands today – God is reworking you to what is good to Him.

Day 26
Thursday, March 6
Read Romans 8:12-27
Written by Ven Grumoli

Create in me a clean heart O God and fill me with your righteousness. You are my God, my hope without you I am void of love and the fruit of Your Spirit. I am no longer a slave to sin for you were born for us to live a holy and unblemished life. I cry to you daily, O God. I will suffer and die along with you. This Earth today is only temporary—eternal life and salvation is our goal. All sin and evil will be overcome.


Christ has indeed set us free. Our goal should be nothing short of true Christian love. We are the champions, my friends, nothing can surpass being a child of the King. Lead us on, O King Eternal! The gospel in a word is love. We love you Jesus!
Day 27
Friday, March 7
Read Romans 8:12-27

Written by Brian Moore


Recently Brandon asked, “If the new church across the street will take away our people.” Will our people be taken away across the street? Or will more of God’s people come to believe?


God has a plan for this community—strengthening us through him. With the concerns that we live within and around our communities seems to me that we don’t have nearly enough churches to spread the “Good News.” 


Often we stray—alone and afraid. Some return, others go on wandering. The closer we stay connected to Jesus through prayer, meditation, scripture, or biblical teachings the easier it is to live a life our Heavenly Father wants us to live. As our relationship with Jesus strengthens, the easier it is to resist temptations.


Let us remember one extremely important fact Jesus is the reason for every season. Pass the peace, spread the good news, and love each other. More churches can make the whole world a better place. Why not start right in our own front yard?
Day 28
Saturday, March 8
Read John 6:60-71

Written by Cheri Turnbull


When my son was a teenager, it was always a battle to get him to do his homework. One time I remember promising him that if he did his homework first, he would be able to go on a special weekend trip he had been hoping for. This should have been good news for him to be able to do something special. On the contrary, this made him angry. Why? This sounded harsh to him because he did not plan on doing his homework.


Why did the disciples desert Jesus? They were very close to Jesus, traveled with Him, heard Him teach amazing things, saw Him perform miracles, and actually ate of the bread that He miraculously provided to the 5,000. He had just given them wonderful news. He is the bread of eternal life. All they had to do was believe that He was the redeemer they had been waiting for, the Holy One sent from God. This offended them. Why? They were not yet true believers. 

Jesus said that only God enables men to be true believers through the Holy Spirit. To the true believer, the words that Jesus spoke would not be harsh but would be a comfort and life to their soul. The Apostles, the chosen Twelve, were true believers. Even though many disciples had left, they stood firm and confessed their faith. But, even these true believers let Jesus down. Peter denied knowing Jesus, Thomas doubted His resurrection, and Judas, who thought he was a true believer, betrayed Him to death.

Prayer: Dear God, I pray that you enable us to be true believers. Holy Spirit, help us to understand the Word so that we are comforted by it and our soul is made alive. Forgive us, Jesus, for the times when we let you down. We lean on your promise that you will be with us to the end of time.
Day 29
Monday, March 10
Read Jeremiah 24:1-10; Romans 9:19-33; John 9:1-17

Written by Tom Quinney


The Lord will pass judgment as he sees fit. Some are given his favor and others are not. We do not know what God has planned. Good and bad weather make us feel a certain way. Who are we to judge? Faith in God is what you need. Everything we perceive and categorize through our self-centered emotions is pointless. We should take the good with the bad. All we need is faith; there is no other way to get it right. Only Jesus was perfect and for us that is impossible. No law, no treaty, no amount of food, money or shelter, no punishment and certainly no idols will ever set us right before God. You will fail over and over again. With your faith in God’s hand you will slowly grow, learn and be set free. Free to do as God commands, for Jesus has risen and there is much work to do before the night falls again.

Day 30
Tuesday, March 11
Read Romans 10:1-13
Written by Gail Walls


God promises that if we call on him, he will answer; he will be with us through all times. As Christians, having confessed Jesus as Lord and Savior and believing that God raised him from the dead, we are saved, yet we are not exempt from the trials, tribulations, and temptations of the world. So often, as we encounter difficulties in our lives, we feel as if we know how to solve our problems on our own. We want to “fix it” by our self. We think we don’t need help. We try solution after solution and wonder why things never change or maybe why they seem to get worse. We often put our faith in ourselves to fix the situation.


Over the past several years, many things have changed in my work environment. Employees were laid off and new people hired. The atmosphere of the work place changed. Many employees who remained began to feel devalued and morale went to an all time low. Several employees, from all walks of life, began to confess that they were Christians and began praying for one another and sending spiritual messages from time to time to brighten up each other’s day. As we began to call on the name of the Lord, we were uplifted and renewed, just knowing that God was always with us. By turning our problems over to God and praying for each other, we were changed even in the midst of our individual situations. We were blessed with a new strength to endure, knowing that in time, God would answer our prayers and deliver us in his way.

Thought for the Day
We are not alone. God is always near. As we pray for and with one another, God strengthens us and helps us to endure.

Day 31
Wednesday, March 12
Read John 10:1-18

Written by Dave Gill


In this passage, Jesus makes it clear that He is the only way to enter into God's kingdom where you will experience the peace and joy He promises in this life and life everlasting.
How many times Lord, have I equated myself to the thieves and robbers? Have I shared my faith to bring attention to myself? Do I offer comfort and help so I can feel good or to make people aware of the saving grace of Jesus robbing them of the protection and love only Jesus can offer? 

In my life, I have followed many people over the wall into the sheepfold. I have also made the climb by myself. The more I can focus on the right entrance to the fold, the more consistent my sense of safety and protection has become. Jesus has led me in and out of the fold and each time, despite the danger on the journey, to greener and brighter pastures.
Prayer: Dear Lord, help us focus on your son Jesus, the gate. Let us acknowledge his direction. I pray that I know Him as the protector of the sheepfold and be willing to take the long journey to the Main Entrance and not be swayed to follow those that will climb the walls. I also pray Lord for remainders in the valleys of life to see that the gate is forever open to those who choose to enter. May I know  your protection and peace, insured by your son's sacrifice of His life for ours. 

Day 32
Thursday, March 13
Read Romans 11:1-12

Written by Patricia LaRose

It is humbling to know that it was God's power and grace that opened my eyes, ears and mind and allowed me to understand who Jesus is. It is difficult to avoid the self gratifying thought that I am wise or insightful and that is why I believe. To imagine where I would be if God had not made Himself known to me is frightening. The only response is to give thanks and praise to my Savior, and pray for the people of this world still in darkness: those still blind, deaf, and ignorant of the truth. After the CPC Passover presentation by Jews for Jesus, I have been receiving their newsletter and e-mails. The testimonies and articles inspire me and give me hope. They remind me to continue to pray for all non-believers fervently and with every hope that Jesus will make Himself known to them, too. My prayer is also for the Muslim people, as I witness their devotion to God through their many regimented practices. As I thank God for making Himself known to me, I pray that He will also make Himself known to all, for His glory. 

Day 33
Friday, March 14
Read John 12:1-11

Written by Dorothy Mensah


In our life, whatever we do and say is a reflection of our soul. Though Martha served Jesus as a good hostess, what Mary did was extremely important. Mary’s pouring the costly perfume on Jesus’ feet and wiping them with her hair showed how important Jesus was to her. Mary was not materialistic. Mary also anointed Jesus for his burial. I believe God prompted Mary’s spirit to anoint Jesus. The oil was to preserve Jesus’ body after his burial. Jesus knew that Judas did not care about him. That is why he said “Let her alone, she did it in preparation for my burial, you can always help the poor, but I won't be with you very long”. When Judas said that the expensive perfume could be sold for a fortune, and that the money could be given to the poor, he was not really thinking about the poor. Rather, he was thinking about himself. Judas, as one of the twelve apostles and a treasurer, was using the disciples’ money for his personal use. Moreover, he received thirty silver coins from the chief priests to give Jesus away to the enemies. Dishonest gain will never last. Judas Iscariot did not care about Jesus. He was only concerned with money. He thought that what Mary did was a waste of good money. 

Judas Iscariot was a betrayer, a thief, and a hypocrite. Jesus made it clear to his disciples that whatever goes around comes around. If they do good deeds, they will be rewarded for that, and if they do evil deeds, they will be punished. Mary was very generous and Judas was not. The wicked will lose in the end, but the righteous will gain in the end. Mary gave the Lord special treatment. Mary was of Jesus’ own heart. This Lenten devotion teaches us how to give generously, and also to pray about the meaning of the suffering and death of Jesus Christ for us on the Cross.

Day 34
Saturday, March 15
Read John 12:37-50

Written by Bob McClellan


Although he had performed many miracles, many people, even among the chief rulers in Israel, did not confess him, for fear of the Pharisees, that they might be put out of the synagogue. It is written in these verses that whosoever believes in Jesus believes also in God who sent Jesus to save the world. God’s commandment, and commitment, is life everlasting. If, therefore, you reject Jesus, you are also rejecting the Lord. Christ has come as “a light into the world that whosoever believeth on me shall not abide in darkness.” But non-believers are assured that they will not be judged harshly by Jesus, “...for I come not to judge the world but to save the world.” However, there will be a final judgment of non-believers on “the last day” of the world as we know it.

Day 35
Monday, March 17
Read John 12:9-19
Written by Elise Bernice


The proclamation of God with us is news worthy of drawing a crowd. For thousands of people, that was enough reason to travel to see this potential messiah. For many others, however, a little more was required—Lazarus. It’s one thing to hear a great preacher, prophet, or even healer, but to see a person raise a man who had been certifiably dead for 4 days back to life is another. More importantly, these weren’t just rumors – those who came to Jerusalem that week came because they had heard it from first-hand witnesses.


Today is no different. Everyone has heard of “God” but that doesn’t always bring them to Christ. It is hearing about what God has done from those who have experienced or seen him first hand that will spark the interest and curiosity that will eventually lead them to the feet of Christ.

Day 36
Tuesday, March 18
Read John 12:20-26
Written by Debbie Affricano

I have reflected on this passage and how God sent Jesus, his only son, to die for us. How can we not follow and serve the Lord; when all along he thought of us above all.


This strikes me deep in my soul and my hope is to plant many seeds along the path of my life here on earth, knowing that eternal life with our Father is to follow

Prayer: Thank you dear Father, for loving me and for putting people in my path that help me to serve you in the name of your son and our savior, Jesus. Amen!
Day 37
Wednesday, March 19
Read John 12:27-36

Written by Bruce Becherini


So many times we wonder why life presents us with such trials and challenges that for many of us seem to beg the question ‘Why God? What is going on that You would put this in my path? Please spare me from this tribulation!’ 

How easy it is to throw up our hands at outrageous fortune and give up. It is disheartening to be faced with adversity; it did indeed give pause to our Lord so why should we be any different? Here is the thing, as a man, Jesus understood what it was like to be faced with the inevitability of his reason for being. His destiny was as inescapable as the setting of the sun for He did not come to glorify himself but to glorify the Father and through the Father be glorified. Our fate is not our own, we have but one purpose and that is to live and die for the glory of God the Father. God spoke to Jesus in response to His calling “Father glorify your name.” We, like Jesus, should ask God to glorify his name through us. By doing so we accept our cross, just as Jesus accepted his, he even indicated the sort of death he would die when he told the crowd in Jerusalem that “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” Through acceptance for the sake of glorification of the Father, the Holy Spirit fills us with His everlasting love and peace which puts us in a state of grace. Thus we have the light in our hearts. As we keep faith in the light of Christ Jesus so we become sons and daughters of light and are a light unto this dark world.

Prayer: Jesus fill us with your grace as we go through each day, help us to endure our cross, help us to lift ourselves to up in offering to you, and bring all our thoughts words and deeds to your greater glory. 

Day 38
Thursday, March 20
Read John 17:1-26
Written by Danielle Benkert


This passage is the prayer Jesus prayed before He was arrested and ultimately sentenced to be crucified. Jesus talks to God openly about His own calling on earth (vs.2-4), His hope for His disciples to take over His mission (vs.14-19), and His concerns for all believers (vs.20-26). Jesus reveals His hope for us to be “one”- unified in God (v.21). He feared that the “world” (non-believers) would overwhelm His believers and He asks the Father for fortification over us- that we would remain strong in Him and continue to make God known to the entire world” (v.23).


What challenges do you have in making God known to the entire world? Have there been times in which you felt God leading you to reveal His love to someone you know, but you resisted? Why did you resist? Have you felt “stuck at the starting line” in your faith? What do you need available to you to feel equipped to share God’s love?


After reading this passage I am in awe. I feel honored to have been prayed for by Jesus Himself—with crucifixion imminent! I am grateful for the undertaking he has laid before me- to share His love with all those around me. I find comfort in the strength of His prayer for two reasons: He asks God for protection over us and He reminds us that He is indeed within us.

Day 39
Friday, March 21
Read John 13:36-38
Written by Jessica Becherini


Peter has already stated that Jesus is "the Messiah, the Son of the living God." (Matthew 16:16) and as he begins to realize the physical danger Jesus now faces, he offers to save the savior. Peter loves Jesus, but he does not fully trust that Jesus knows what he is doing. Jesus knows the flaws of humanity, and understands that Peter's responses burst forth before he fully thinks through their consequences or their value. In his zeal, Peter has jumped out of a boat in the middle of the water and sliced off a man's ear. Jesus compassionately reveals the human frailty of Peter's offer, but does not deny that Peter's love for him will eventually involve laying down his life for Jesus' sake. Peter cannot now follow Jesus, because Jesus is not stopping at the cross. Jesus must continue through the pain of death in order to open the door for all humankind to follow him into eternity.


In this season, we purposely remember Jesus' path to the cross. Perhaps we also make promises in Jesus' behalf without seeing the flaws in our human hearts that will cause our promises to fall broken before him. Be assured, the Lord knows us and loves us anyway. As we allow Jesus to work the purpose of his sacrifice, we begin to be made whole. Let us not balk at the horror of the cross or be ashamed of our brokenness, but rather let God accomplish his purpose in us so that we too may follow Jesus home.

Day 40
Saturday, March 22
Read Romans 8:1-11
Written by Tracy Andrew Johnson


It is Saturday…the day after our Lord has been crucified mercilessly on a cross and the day before the resurrection where victory is revealed.


It feels like Saturday a lot in my life. It feels like Saturday when I am ravaged with guilt. It feels like Saturday when anger knocks on my door and my impatience rears its ugly head. It feels like Saturday when I join in worship singing praises to our Lord. It feels like Saturday when I get to serve communion to a brother or sister on Christmas morning.


It feels like Saturday in this life a lot for me. It is the tension that I live in a broken vessel of this flesh but with the transforming Spirit of the Living God inside me. I know there is no condemnation in Christ and His Spirit has set me free from the flesh and sin, but yet I still struggle with sin.


It is in this tension of Saturday that we exist. The realization of what has already happened with Jesus’ death and resurrection but also waiting for its final fulfillment in our lives. The tension of Saturday demands me in my life to have patience, perseverance and the realization that it is Christ who dwells in me that moves me from death to life.


This Saturday, I hope you join me as I live in the tension of this day as I wait for Sunday. This Saturday, I will be fasting from food denying the flesh of important life sustaining nutrients and focusing on the Spirit of Christ Jesus who gives life to our mortal bodies through his Spirit that dwells in us.

It is Saturday! Praise the Lord for this day!
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Our Vision


 “Unified in Jesus, transformed by His Word, 


and empowered to love and serve.”


Our Mission


Having accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we commit ourselves to live out the Kingdom of God joyfully in the world and join together in:


 


Worship: Glorify God together and honor Him with our lifestyle.





Ministry: Demonstrate God’s love by serving our neighbors.





Evangelism: Communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ.





Fellowship: Welcome people into a caring and encouraging family.





Discipleship: Educate God’s people with His truth.
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