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About the Lenten Devotional


Welcome to the Lenten Devotional written by the members of Christ Presbyterian Church. In this booklet you will find the reflections of people that you know and love wrestling with the truth of the Word of God.

The purpose of this devotional is to lead us closer to Christ and fall deeper in love with Him. This devotional highlights the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We don’t all need a seminary degree or be a biblical scholar to understand the Word of God. The Bible was meant to be accessible to all who have God’s Spirit. Almost everyone that wrote a devotional said to me that they didn’t feel qualified or were challenged by this assignment. I think you will agree with me after reading these daily devotionals that God equipped and empowered all of them.
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Let us join together during Lent and be a body the commits to spending more time with the Lord.

How to Use this Devotional....

· Monday through Saturday in Lent take 15 minutes of your day to spend with God in this devotional. (Sundays we get to spend the day together around His Word).

· First, read the scripture verses of the day (Don’t skip this step!)

· Second, read the personal reflection from a member of CPC.

· Third, talk with God:

· Pray for the person that wrote the devotion

· Pray for your 5 Old and 5 New Friends

· Ask God what He is telling you through the scripture and reflection.

· Pray for anything else on your heart.
Day 1
Wednesday, February 25
Read Psalm 51:1-17
Written by Jose H.  Irizarry
Have mercy on me, God …this is David’s cry before his God. The King of Israel has been confronted by Nathan, the prophet. Who had uncovered David’s deed of having committed adultery with Bathsheba? It is at this crossroad of David’s life that he confessed his sin before his creator (Psalm 51:1-4). He’d come to realize that he couldn’t hide from God anymore. As a man that was chosen by God as a teenager and had lived under God’s love (Psalm 51:10-13), David turned himself to his God.

No matter how small or how big our sin is God’s great love and mercy towards us is always available 24/7. So how can we regain God’s love after committing a sin? Psalm 51:17 tells us “the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise”. 

Yes indeed we have a friend in Jesus. Brothers and sisters, let us be assured one more time by Jesus’ words found in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”. Amen! 

Day 2
Thursday, February 26
Read Luke 9:22-27
Written by Chuck Hayes

What I got from this passage was that Jesus came to die for our sins and to show us the way to get to God’s Kingdom. Our lives are not ours; we must walk every day in God’s ways (carry the cross). Because men in the flesh do not understand the ways of God, they will ridicule and cause pain and suffering. However, we have to stay humble, believe, and continue our journey of faith, and unselfishly spread God’s Word. One day we will be home with our Father in God’s Kingdom.
Day 3
Friday, February 27
Read Isaiah 58
Written by Andy Benkert
When you fast and give charity to others, you need to constantly remind yourself to be humble and that what you are doing is for the Lord and not for your own self-righteousness.  Jesus says when you give charity and boast about your givings you will have received only an earthly reward.  If, on the other hand, you remain humble, it can serve as a reminder of the sacrifice Jesus made for us and you will understand that your reward is in heaven, not in the enviousness of others.

Day 4
Saturday, February 28
Read Ezekiel 37:21-28
Written by Nikali Benkert
Then tell them, “This is what the sovereign Lord says: …”  In the first line of this reading we are reminded of who is really in control.  The passage found here in Ezekiel shows us how the Lord is going to bring the nation of Israel back to its land and over and over again we see the pronoun I signifying that the Lord is in charge and He will bring about this change.  It is not the actions of the Israelites, their hard work or effort that results in this change but the work of our Father in heaven.

This is a reminder that I need many times in my life.  Too often I try to take control of my life and I fall into the trap of thinking that my work, effort, ambition is what got me to where I am.  The Lord has plans for us and will put us in places to fulfill those plans along with the tools for success.  We need to rely less on ourselves and look towards Him who makes everything possible.  In this Lenten season, may we reflect on the blessings that the Lord has given us and boldly ask Him to use us for His will and purpose.

Day 5
Monday, March 2
Read Mark 1:12-15
Written by Lillie Hickerson
After John baptized Jesus, the Holy Spirit came upon Him.  The Spirit made Him go into the desert where He was tempted over forty (40) days by Satan. The angels ministered to Him and He resisted temptation.  Like Jesus, we are tempted every day in one way or another, but unlike Jesus, we do not always resist temptation.  However, with the help of the Spirit, we are able to resist temptation and when we are not, because of Jesus death on the Cross, we can repent and ask for forgiveness and start over.

After John was put in prison, Jesus immediately started preaching the Good News of the Gospel.  As Christians we have been commissioned to spread the Good News to all.  God may not have called us to be a missionary or to preach the Gospel, but we are called to serve God.  We can serve God in many ways.  He has equipped each one with a special ability and we only need to ask His help in doing whatever He has given us.
Each day, in my place of work, I come in contact with people who really need help.  Sometimes I find myself with a lack of patience, but I say a silent prayer and proceed.  When I am helping them, I feel that this is one way I am serving God when I am willing to listen, be kind, patience and understanding.  God enables me to do this and I give him the praise and glory.

Prayer:   Most gracious and loving God, thank you for the ability to be patient and to respect all your children in all circumstances.  Help me to show Your love by my actions and deed.  In Jesus Mighty Name I pray. Amen.

Day 6
Tuesday, March 3
Read Matthew 25:31-46
Written by Tracy Andrew Johnson
U2 has a song called Yahweh where the last lyric is, “Take this heart and make it break.” At first it seems like an out-of-place lyric—why would anyone want their heart to break? But that is exactly the point. Our hearts become so calloused to this world that they don’t break. We become people with hardened hearts because of our comforts, our status, our religiosity. 
God calls us to be a people that have his heart. God wants us to view the world and people as he sees them. God wills for us to look at the outcasts, the loners, “the least of these” and love them. Love them the way God loves them. Love them the way we would love Jesus (or least how we think we would love Jesus). Love them by laying down our life for them. People that love like that are people that know God and God knows them.

Day 7
Wednesday, March 4
Read Psalm 34
Written by Patrick Murray
I have to admit, I don’t always feel this Psalm.  Do you know what I mean?  I don’t feel like God really delivers me. It doesn’t feel like he really saves the poor man from his troubles. It doesn’t feel like the Lord has encircled me and delivered me.  Often I wonder, “Where is God in all of this?”  Then I stop “feeling” and start “listening.”  If I simply rely on how I feel, I miss him.  But if I listen, the work of God becomes evident in my life and those around me.  My friends are rich, poor and somewhere in the middle, and they all struggle.  And because God has taught me to “seek” him, not “feel” for him, I have begun to notice him at work in our lives and in the ways that the psalmist speaks of.  “I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips.”  Psalm 34:1  (Emphasis mine).  I can’t do that if I depend only on how I feel about God, I must be willing to listen for him.

Day 8
Thursday, March 5
Read Luke 11:29-32
Written by Tracy Andrew Johnson
What is the sign of Jonah? Jonah was eaten by a whale and then on the third day was resurrected from the whale’s belly into new life. The sign of Jonah is death and resurrection. It is the ultimate sign and reality that Jesus lives out for us. It is the only sign and event that we ever need.

Yet we are often asking God to reveal himself to us, hoping that in some way he will give us a sign that we can trust him. What more than the death and resurrection of Jesus do we need to learn to trust him? What more than the cross and the empty tomb do we need?

This Fall many people gathered around Mercy Hospital around a window that had a broken seal. People claimed to see the figure of Mary and even Jesus in this window. For weeks, hundreds of people gathered around this window and prayed claiming they were seeing a sign from God. I visited the site a couple of times and questioned people with what they saw. I would ask them, “If this is a sign, what does it mean?” Not one person could answer that question.

Jesus gives us the one sign that we need and that is his death and resurrection and then he explains it to us—making clear the truth.

Let us be a people that seek Jesus and not clamor after signs. Our faith is not blind but found on the truth of Calvary.

Day 9
Friday, March 6
Read Matthew 7:7-14
Written by Fred Whitney

How often do we reflect on “the hard choices in life”? Today’s devotional scripture points out how often some of these choices challenge us.

In a specific situation, do we treat everyone in the same way? Or do we treat some, such as our family members and relatives plus special friends, better than we treat most others. In Matthew 7:14, Jesus tells us, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so unto them.”


This is often a hard thing to do. In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus also points out (7-14), “Because strait is the gate and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it”. And we are also told that for the help we need we need only to “ask, seek, and knock” at the gate of heaven.
Day 10
Saturday, March 7
Read Ezekiel 18:21-28
Written by Bob Tongue
During the time of my life when I was involved with drugs and alcohol, I had many experiences that, when I think back upon them today, make me feel terrible about myself. These bad memories can come upon me without warning at any time. It can really turn a good day into a bad day rather quickly. It is at these times when Satan can find the opportunity to "speak" to me about how unworthy I am to be a child of God. It is very easy for me to fall into this brief moment of self-loathing and forget the promises that God has made to all of us. It is at these times when I find myself staggered by the power of Satan when I allow him access to my thoughts. I have at times found myself yelling out loud, "Get out of my head Satan!". When I "come to my senses" and remember that I have turned my life over to God and turned away from the life that brought those memories upon me, I can take comfort in the realization that God has forgiven me for those transgressions. More than that, God has done what I have trouble doing, He has forgotten them and called me into his kingdom of eternal life. These moments can then become some of the most powerful moments of communion with the Holy Spirit, at times driving me to me knees in humility and thankfulness for the mercy and grace of our God. Thank God for the forgiveness that he gives us. No matter how bad, ugly, or detestable that we can be, if we turn from our evil ways, God's ability to forgive and forget is without limits. 

Day 11
Monday, March 9
Read Matthew 5:43-48
Written by Karen Cintron
Loving your enemies is something I really struggle with.  I struggle with this because I grew up learning an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.  After reading this passage, it made me realize that I’ve been living the exact opposite from what God expects of us.  For instance, if someone gave me a hard time instead of praying for these people I would fight them. 

God has helped me by showing me how generous he is. When he asks us to live generously and graciously toward others I notice that it is really hard and it’s not an easy task for anyone to do. But if I look back to just a few months ago I feel like I’ve improved talking to others and inviting them to church.  He has also given me the strength to reach out to my friends about him.  God has not only given me the strength to stay away from the drama and to love others for what they are but he is also teaching me how to love and trust in him and how I just sometimes need to back up, regroup, and realize that he’s Lord and Savoir of my life, not me.
Day 12
Tuesday, March 10
Read Romans 8:31-39
Written by Bill Kaeding
We read that formidable obstacles cannot separate the believer from the love Christ extends to us. There are many obstacles one faces in life, and we must be vigilant to always acknowledge and honor the Lord's presence in both the good times and the bad.

In the pressures of every day life, with the love of God to sustain us, we can meet and overcome the challenges and hazards of living, even unto death.

We are in the process of winning, not through our own strength, but through Christ, who is even at the right hand of God making intercession for us. We must take every opportunity to spread the "good news".

"If God be for us, who can be against us?"
Day 13
Wednesday, March 11
Read Isaiah 50
Written by David Gill
Vs. 1-3 God has shown me the right way to live through numerous examples of others and his written word.  Yet when I mess up I always turn to God and in some way blame God for my consequences.  Here God is reminding me through Isaiah, “Loved ones, it’s not me but your sinful choices that have brought these consequences.  I promised you redemption I never promised to save you from consequences of your free will choices.” 

Vs. 4-9 Becoming a Christian was easy- a time of need, a person sharing Christ’s love for me and acceptance of Christ’s offer to live in my heart.  Then the choices came.  I had to start choosing an eye and ear for God and compassion for others at all times.  Would I choose to live as God expected me to regardless of consequences, emotional, financial or even physical? Make right choices regardless of humiliation, ridicule or physical suffering?  Could I leave the judging to God and only serve God at all times just as the Messiah would have to?
Vs. 10-11 Choosing the unlikely direction in my life is probably the best direction.  Confusion will come at a time where we are not sure of what is right.  I must turn to God and trust Him and make choices with all that I know is good from Jesus’ example.   Can I truly trust in God’s revelation and not what I feel is better?

Lord God, I pray for insight to make good choices in my life, to accept the consequences of my choices.  Allow me the blessing of a servant’s heart that chooses to serve God and others and to look beyond myself.  Build a trust of you in me that is beyond all understanding. In Jesus’ name Amen.

Day 14
Thursday, March 12
Read Isaiah 1:10-20
Written by Carolyn Farnham
In this passage, Isaiah is comparing the Israelites to the godless people of Sodom and Gomorrah. He tells them that God does not need their sacrifices and offerings and that their rituals and practices are actually detestable to Him. Why would these practices, many of which God commanded them to do, be detestable? Isaiah goes on to say that the people must change; they must stop doing wrong and do what is right. He tells them this means seeking justice, encouraging the oppressed, and supporting the weak of this world. The Israelites had fallen into the practice of outwardly following God, but their hearts and minds were not on God and His will. This passage applies to believers in Jesus today. We must ask God to purify our hearts and minds lest our acts of service and worship be found detestable to God as well. Only Jesus can make our crimson sin white as snow. Only Jesus can wash away our sins and teach us to be His people. Only then can our acts of service and worship be acceptable to God.

Day 15
Friday, March 13
Read Psalm 31
Written by Jeane Clay

This scripture is about trusting in God. We know that He hears and answers our prayers and we must give Him the glory and praise.

A short time ago my sister Betty reminded me of a time when I really had to trust in Him. This was in 1963, when my husband Len, my children and I were planning a trip to California to visit friends. We had an old car and very little money. I took the car in to be check over before leaving. The mechanic told me the car wouldn’t make it there and back. Later while we were gone, this man told Betty that I had told him, “God will take care of us and we will arrive and come home safely.” Len and I had decided it was either trust in God or stay home. We trusted God and we had no trouble with the car and had a wonderful time. God is faithful and we praise His name.

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for being there for me in both big and little things. Help me to always trust You. Amen.

Day 16
Saturday, March 14
Read Jeremiah 17:5-10
Written by Sandy Burgess
For me, this verse raises some questions.  According to this passage, God curses the person who turns away from Him and who relies on man for strength.  It goes on to say that such an individual who does not stick with God will not “see prosperity when it comes.” Does not seeing prosperity mean that one does not become prosperous, or that one becomes prosperous, but thinks he/she is not prosperous?  What does it mean to be prosperous?  Is there physical and spiritual prosperity?  I think physical prosperity is worldly:  a beautiful, comfortable home, a good car, a job with a great salary, health insurance, many friends, and the funds to travel.  I think spiritual prosperity equals a constant, strength-based connection with God.  

Perhaps an illustration will make a point which correlates with what this verse means. Last July, I attended my first national convention of a consumer group of blind people.  At the exhibit hall was an organization of the Assemblies of God that provides devotionals and other material in accessible formats for the blind.  In their newsletter following the convention, an article noted how many times people at the meetings praised the organization for its successes.  The author stated that, though the organization had accomplished much, we ought to remember that its work was possible because of God and the organization.  

Let us all remember this, and, for me, the lesson is easy to forget.

Day 17
Monday, March 16
Read Matthew 21:33-46
Written by Charlie Thans
This scripture says to me that you need to follow God and Jesus and believe his words because he is the savior or Son of God. If you do not follow him, you will not be accepted into the kingdom of heaven and that his gifts will be given to people who believe and follow his words and accept God’s son as their Lord and Savior. I had trouble interpreting what the scripture said until I read it a couple of times and realized that God was saying follow me or be cast out of my kingdom.

Day 18
Tuesday, March 17
Read Isaiah 42:1-7
Written by Tracy Andrew Johnson

Jesus is the new covenant. He is the fulfillment of God’s covenant. He is the promise of God revealed to us.
People fail all the time. I fail all the time. I fail to live up to the promises I make. I fail to live up to the expectations that God has for me. I fail to live up to my own expectations. I fail in pressure situations, when it matters most. I suspect that you have failed as I have failed. Sin—it is a devastating reality.

The fantastic news is, God’s servant, Jesus doesn’t fail. When the times are tough, Jesus shines even more brightly. In the brutality of the cross and the hatred of the people, Jesus reveals his most beautiful qualities. His ability to forgive and to stay the course in those moments is not just the fulfillment of the promise but the path to the promise. In my failure, Jesus takes me by hand and pulls me into righteousness. He drags me into a right-relatedness with him.

In Revelation 5:4-5 it says, “and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” We conquer because Jesus has conquered. We do not need to worry or weep any more.
Day 19
Wednesday, March 18
Read 1 Corinthians 1:20-25
Written by John Cherry
Man’s human knowledge can blind us at times to God and his wisdom if we allow it to. As we go through life, we acquire knowledge through school, work and our peers and leaders. At times we feel that we know it all and that man’s wisdom can give us insight to God. That is not the case. These days we have allowed man’s wisdom to control our lives. We have become enamored and engrossed with our own accomplishments. We allow our kids and ourselves to spend too much time with high tech items like computer games, cell phones, ipods and the like. In other words, we spend too much time on our own accomplishments and not enough on God’s. Too much of man’s wisdom can lead us down the wrong path if we ignore Jesus Christ and his teachings. Perhaps some of the problem has been to allow the removal of prayer and the Bible in school. Like days of old, our human wisdom has been learned from our teachers and scholars who are only human. Jesus Christ teaches us of God’s wisdom. For myself, I spend some time in the evening when it is quiet with no distractions before I sleep to read from the Bible. It is a relaxing and mind opening experience to learn of God’s word and of Christ’s teachings. I also remember to pray afterwards. When I read and study the Bible I become a better and stronger Christian. We need to be strong in our faith and ignore those that just believe in their own wisdom. They fail to recognize and know God and Jesus and his teachings. Do not depend on man’s wisdom to know God but believe in and follow Jesus Christ and his teaching of God’s word. Spend time with your family to read the Bible and pray together. It is as relevant now as it was long ago. 

Day 20
Thursday, March 19
Read 2 Kings 5:1-14
Written by Patrice Greshem
My sister once shared the story of a faithful man stranded on a deserted island. He prayed for God to send help, and then waited eagerly for seven days. On the seventh day, a small fishing boat passed and offered the man a ride. 

"No, Sir," he replied. "I'm waiting for God."

The next day a larger boat passed by, and again the man was offered help.

"No, Sir," he replied. "I'm waiting for God."

The following day, another sailor came, asking the man if he needed any assistance. His response did not change; he was determined to "wait for God".

This passage reminded me a great deal of this story. It tells the lesson of Naaman, a great commander who wishes to be healed of his leprosy.  When the prophet Elisha tells him  to wash himself seven times in the Jordan river, he is untrusting, asking why Elisha can't "wave his hand over the place and cure the leper" (12).

What both of these stories tell us is that too many Christians forget that God doesn't always send his miracles down in great bolts of lightening or in a booming voice from the sky. God uses people in our lives to guide us and give us support. In the story of the island man, God used the sailors. In the story of Naaman, God uses a slave girl to convey the words of the prophet, and he uses Elisha to give Naaman direction. 

The Lord speaks to us plainly; it's only a matter of how we choose to listen that determines our understanding. 

Day 21
Friday, March 20
Read 
Matthew 18:21-35
Written by John Calkins

“You should forgive him seventy times seven.” Do the math, that’s a lot of times. He explained forgiveness by telling a story about a small business.

Charlie owes Sam a lot of money. Henry owes Charlie some money. Sam told Charlie that he must pay his debt, but Charlie had no funds, so Sam took him to court and got a judgment against him—taking his home, his car, and his cat. After the judgment, Charlie pleaded with Sam telling him that he would pay his debt in full. Sam was moved by the sincerity of Charlie’s words that he forgave all of the debt and returned all of Charlie’s things, including the cat which had three kittens.


Meanwhile, Charlie told Henry that he must repay his debt. Henry had no funds. This angered Charlie who proceeded to beat Henry severely, then he had Henry put into debtor’s prison.


When the other workers heard this, they were astonished. They asked Sam to speak to Charlie. Sam summoned Charlie and admonished him for his treatment of Henry by not forgiving him after he had been forgiven. Sam revoked his forgiveness and asked Charlie to repay his debt. Charlie refused to pay so Sam hired a couple of strong arm men from the local mob to torture him until he paid.


The moral of this story: To be forgiven you must be forgiving.

Question: Can forgiveness once given be revoked? Who decides?
Day 22
Saturday, March 21
Read Deuteronomy 4:1-9
Written by Betty Bradley

During WWII two of my loved ones were serving in the Armed Forces. They were my new husband, Frank, and my brother, Bob. At this time Frank was in Italy with the 34th Infantry division and Bob was in a Navy ship somewhere in the Pacific.

One night I woke up with a strong feeling that one of them was in need of my prayers. I couldn’t tell which one it was so I spent the rest of the night praying for both of them. I prayed, “Heavenly Father, I don’t know which one is in trouble or what the trouble is but You know. Please keep him safe.”


I opened my bible at random and read the words “The lad is safe.” I was so happy and excited and thanking God for answered prayer that I failed to notice the scripture reference. Later I thought that I would like to reread it. Although I searched for it several times, I was never able to find it again.


The next time Bob was home he told us about a storm that had hit them with such fury that even the Captain had given up the ship. They came through the storm with no loss of life.


When the war was over, thanks to our merciful God, both came home in good condition.

Day 23
Monday, March 23
Read Luke 11:14-23
Written by Robbie Belbin
These verses apply to everyone. When Jesus was exorcising a demon, some people said that he casts out demons in the name of the devil. These people misunderstood Jesus’ intentions. This misunderstanding made some people fear Jesus. We are all misunderstood from time to time, whether it is a misunderstanding of something you say, or something you do. It can be hard to understand why someone says or does something when you do not know where they are coming from. We often pass judgment without asking questions or trying to understand a situation.

When Jesus said, “He that is not with me is against me: and he that gathereth not with me scattereth”, it reminded me of when George W. Bush said, “Either you are with us, or you are with the terrorists.” I agree with both of these statements, there can be no middle ground. If you do not further Jesus’ work, then what are you? I believe that makes you a hindrance to his cause.

Day 24
Tuesday, March 24
Read Hosea 14
Written by Elise Bernice
How many times in a day do we think that “our own hands” can save us?  To what extent do we believe that we can ensure our own security?  In our anxiety, how often do we think that a little more work or a little more money will take care of everything?  Or alternatively, when life seems good and our worries are few, to whom do we give the credit?  

Over and over again Israel learned the hard way that neither Assyria nor the gods they created could save them.  And when they realized their mistake, they were told to “take words with you and return to the LORD.”  There is power in speaking.   By verbally asking for forgiveness the Israelites were better able to “offer the fruit of their lips” to His service.  

What gods have you made that you are relying on today?  What worries have you not laid at the throne of Christ?  What good and perfect gift have you not recognized as coming from above?  Speak those worries and needs to the Lord and ask for forgiveness where you have relied on yourself.  Praise God aloud for His blessings in your life.  And as life throws difficulties at you, remember that God is indeed mighty and his love is given freely.

Day 25
Wednesday, March 25
Read 
Luke 18:9-14
Written by Liz Tongue
Self reflection is not comparing oneself to others, but concerning oneself with ones own capabilities, strengths, and faith abilities. I try not to compare my deeds or shames to others. All people have value in God’s eyes so I need only to be concerned with my deeds, words, or thoughts good or bad.  I need to measure only with my own measuring stick. Did I do today what was required of me, and if not why not? Is it possible to pick up tomorrow where I left off today? Will I be satisfied at the end of each day, week, month, year, decade, etc., that I ran the race and completed my tasks with love, honor, and faith to the Lord? 
Was I humble and did I treat others with kindness and love, or was I boastful and disrespectful? I try to live a joyful, fun, active, faithful life, always keeping in mind that I am a child of the king. It is His will and not mine that I need to fulfill. 
Other people have their own tasks to complete, and God will set the limits for them as He sees fit. So they will attend to their work, and it is really none of my business what their life is about unless they ask for my help.

I often think of things that I’ve done or said and wonder how Jesus could forgive all the imperfections in my life, but I know that he does. I have a simple faith, so if Jesus said it, I believe it. 
Day 26
Thursday, March 26
Read Luke 15:11-32
Written by Fred LaRose

The story of the prodigal son is a familiar one. As Jesus tells the story, I find myself identifying with both sons. On one hand, I often wonder how God can forgive and love me after all the sinful things I have done. On the other hand, I often feel self-righteous and wonder how God can forgive and love others, especially if their behavior appears to be much worse than mine, Jesus tells the story to correct both incorrect beliefs. He wants to reassure us that no matter how sinful we have been, God stands ready to welcome us with open arms when we return to Him. He also wants us to know that we are not to be jealous or self-righteous about our place in God’s family.


We are to rejoice as God rejoices whenever someone turns away from sin and asks for His forgiveness. This simple, familiar story illustrates the father’s love for us while also showing us two very common thoughts that we all stumble through as we grow in faith: thinking we are too unworthy at times, and feeling proud and self-righteous at other times.  Thank you Jesus for correcting us and lovingly showing us your truth.
Day 27
Friday, March 27
Read John 4:46-54
Written by Andrew Bushey
Do we believe God has the power to heal?

I think that he does heal people.  He loves his children.  It feels good to know that he is powerful.  All he had to do was say those words and the royal official’s son was healed.  He did this so that his family would believe in him.  Jesus never turns anyone away.  God provides everything we need.

Day 28
Saturday, March 28
Read John 5:1-17
Written by Danielle Benkert
There have been several moments in my life that I’ve sought healing.  I’ve often found myself growing impatient with how long it seems to take for God to respond to my pleas for healing.  I’m humbly reminded of three things in this passage…

First, God comes to aid those who are ready and waiting!  Yes, some of us are more patient than others, but when you have an unwearied heart and a love for Jesus, waiting for His healing touch becomes effortless.

Second, give God the credit where it is due.  It’s easy to forget to thank God for those times that He rescues us.  Not only should we be thanking Him in our prayers, but we should also be glorifying Him to all those who will listen. 

And third, God is always at work.  God is after you- He pursues us and refuses to leave us in unhealthy places.  The mystery of His work never ceases to surprise me.  Look for Him in unsuspecting places- He’s there…  When you feel alone- He’s there…  When it feels like nothing could hurt more- He’s there, hurting with you…  His work in my life has always been there and it will never stop.  I know that the same is true for you.  

One thing that I’ve been taught, this year in particular, is that God remains in control and He’s working His plan in every situation, whether it’s understandable or not.  I’m being called to continually come before Him with thanksgiving in my heart, seriously confronting the sin in my life, so that I’m ready to receive His gifts of healing.  I strive to seek out our Healer in every moment and remain determined to live for Him no matter what the cost.  Will you join me?

Day 29
Monday, March 30
Read John 5:30-47
Written by Nicole Belbin
This passage makes me realize that we are not so different from the Jews during Jesus’ ministry. Even though there were signs all around them that Jesus was the savior they had been waiting for, they chose to reject his teachings because he was not saying what they wanted to hear. The Jews were expecting immediate deliverance from their oppressors and not the salvation that Jesus had to offer. I believe this message is relevant to us today. Many find it easier to believe false prophets because they preach what people want to hear and not what is truly needed. God answers our prayers in much the same way.

I remember a time several years ago when I was stuck in a job that I truly hated. Out of the blue, I received a job offer from a previous employer that paid better and had normal daytime hours. Tim and I were working opposite shifts at the time so someone would be home with the boys. In order for me to be able to accept the job offer, Tim requested to go to nights. Unfortunately, Tim’s employer denied the request and I was devastated. This was not the answer I had prayed for, but it was the answer I needed. Within two month’s time, the employer that had offered me the job went out of business. After that day, I pledged to have faith in God’s plan for my life.

Day 30
Tuesday, March 31
Read Psalm 34:15-22
Written by Jessica Becherini
This passage pulls me right in from the beginning.  I have an awesome image of God vigilantly caring for those who belong to him.  Eye contact is very important, and while he pays close attention to the righteous, he cuts off eye contact with those who do evil.  He’s not losing awareness of what the wicked do, but he is turning his back on them, refusing to interact with them.  Have you ever watched someone who is utterly out of control trying to get someone else’s attention – but the other person refuses to give the attention?  The wrongdoer bounces around and gets himself totally worked up, but it is so obvious that the ignorer actually has the power and doesn’t deem the other person worthy of attention.  It’s like they are saying, “Forget you!” and simply focusing on the things that really do matter at that moment.  

I also notice that this passage states the Lord’s actions towards the righteous in a present and continuing tense: his ears are attentive, he hears, he delivers, he is close, he saves, he delivers, he protects, he redeems.  It’s not like slapping a band-aid on a wound; it’s continual care for the wounded.  For now the Lord turns his face away from those who do evil, but that’s not to say they are getting away with something.  The condemnation is just written in a future tense – perhaps the Lord is giving them time to repent.  This is encouraging.  The wicked will eventually receive the consequences for their actions, but meanwhile the righteous are cared for in a perpetual state of grace.  

Day 31
Wednesday, April 1
Read John 7:40-52
Written by Justine Williams
As Jesus walked among the people performing miracles, the crowd began to speculate as to who this person was? But Jesus continued on his journey with his teaching from His Father.
The crowds were amazed by him, some believed in his teachings and some did not, Jesus wanted them to understand the things God wanted them to do and obey the word of God through his traveling and teaching. His teaching and miracles caused a lot of resentment and jealousy among many in the crowd he mingled with.

He also knew that God will protect him from those people. The Pharisees wanted the guards to arrest him, but no one could arrest him. They had many questions and not many answers.

Day 32
Thursday, April 2
Read Jeremiah 31:31-34
Written by Dorothy Mensah
I have taken the time to remember, to process, and to reflect on 2008 and its impact on my life and the lives of others around me.

So often we are overshadowed by certain attitudes and behaviors that prevent us from experiencing the mercy and love of God. I am strengthened and encouraged knowing that I have a relationship with God who gave as a covenant to forgive my sins and remember them no more.

God has done a lot for me in so many ways. I came to the United States as a teenager with no family member here. There were many things I didn't know. I soon came to the realization that prayer and believing in God were the only things that would help me. I put all my hope in the Lord.

I remember in the late 70s when my husband couldn't find a job. Everywhere he went he was told that he was overqualified for the job. I had to work four jobs a day to make ends meet. I would leave home at 5am every morning and I would return after midnight everyday, except Sundays.

Sometimes when I think about my past and how I survived, I am remindered of how God is a wonderful provider. I believe that God gives promise, problems, and provision. God has made a new covenant with me. He took me from bondage, from all those hardships and made my life better. God is a covenant-keeping God. I have three wonderful children and all of them are doing great. "In Christ, we have divine power that pagans could only hope for. Jesus is the genuine God of victory".

Day 33
Friday, April 3
Read John 8:1-11
Written by Debbie Affricano
This story is only told in John.  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought a woman, caught in the act of adultery, to Jesus.  They were using the Law to put Jesus in a trap, without an escape.  They wanted Jesus to condone the stoning of the woman, according to the Law. 

Jesus knew a “yes” answer would put him in conflict with the Romans because Jews could not carry out death sentences. On the other hand, Jesus knew a “no” answer would show that he was unsupportive of the Law. Jesus thought a while and then answered: “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her”. They all left knowing they were sinners. The only one amongst them that was not was Jesus. How wonderful that Jesus protected the women, however, he did tell her, after all the others had left, that she should abandon her life of sin.  Let us all know that Jesus will stand by us and love us even when we sin.  

Day 34
Saturday, April 4
Read John 8:21-30
Written by Ingrid Thresher
In this passage, Jesus reveals his divine identity and the necessity to believe in him.  I read one quote that summed up the chapter in one sentence: “The only sin that condemns is unbelief.”   In this section, Jesus tells the group of Jews again and again and in different ways, “you will die for your sins unless you believe that I am he.”  The group, however, has trouble understanding.  My husband was helping me with this devotional and when he read the passage he noticed right away that Jesus was speaking to the Jews like a frustrated parent might speak to his kids who are just not getting what he is saying.  In one verse, Jesus says to them, “Why do I speak to you at all?”  Toward the end though, Jesus says to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man (crucify him), then you will realize that I am he.”  I pray that we always believe and remember who Jesus is.     

Day 35
Monday, April 6
Read John 8:31-42
Written by Gail Walls
The world offers many temptations and often we follow the ways of the world instead of holding on to the teachings and ways of the Lord because it is easier and more acceptable.  We seek acceptance and understanding from those around us and seek to understand and overcome our circumstances, to find peace through the ways of the world. In doing so, we sometimes experience difficulties unnecessarily and we become frustrated and stressed out.  I find that in such times, when I stop and take time to seek God and to hold onto his teachings and follow his ways, calmness surrounds me and I experience the truth that provides peace and a sense of freedom that removes all worry and stress.

 

Prayer:  Lord, help us to follow your teachings and allow you to direct our paths and set us free.  Amen.   

Day 36
Tuesday, April 71
Read John 8:48-59
Written by Tom Quinney
There He is. What will I do with my rock? Cast it upon his head or lay it on the ground. I’d love to believe this madman, but it goes against all that I know. The world is tangible, laws are set in stone and my satisfaction is a guarantee. Whatever flavor I want is available. Why not do and see as I please. Make up the rules as I go, while stuck in the single mindedness of tradition. Don’t come here and sour my punch. It tastes sweet and you go against everything that has been established. Your claims are frightening, because deep down inside I know the truth, but I can’t let go. Locked in, worried about being isolated and resented. He never said it would be easy, but here He is. Jesus Christ in the flesh, known before time began and to come back some day. Will I know when to let my stone rest on the ground? Let go and let Him in, be challenged by His word, pull back the curtain and be set free, light your lantern and surrender your life.
Day 37
Wednesday, April 8
Read John 10:22-42
Written by Cheri Turnbull
When I first read this passage about ten years ago, I had one of those eye-opening experiences.  Verse 30 “I and the Father are one.”  I was blown away!  Jesus just admitted that He was God.  If there was even the slightest question in my mind before about the identity of Jesus, there is no question now.  I am so happy and so humble because I am one of His sheep.  My eternal life is in His hands.  I believe that my fate is protected because Jesus said it is.  And He went on to prove that He is able to protect.  I don’t believe it was an easy thing to escape a stoning.  How often did that happen?  It wasn’t Christ’s time to die, and in some miraculous way, He was able to protect Himself from an untimely death.  He escaped their grasp.  It was unfortunate that the Jewish leaders would rather kill Jesus than celebrate Him as their long awaited Messiah.  But, Hallelujah!  There were many who did believe in Jesus.  Praise God for them.

Day 38
Thursday, April 9
Read Matthew 26:14-25
Written by Brian Moore
At what point in our lives do we “sell out” Jesus for our own gain or fears?  When we love our God with all our heart then no man can stand between our Lord Jesus Christ and us. I am often quiet about spreading the “Good news”; in this manner it’s the same as the betrayal that Judas displayed. Why am I quiet or fearful of talking about Jesus? Seems to me, fears of separation, between others, fears that I’m different, fear I won’t be liked or loved.

Several weeks back my teenage daughter got into the car with one of her friends only to hear Christian rock on the radio station. My daughter’s response to her friend was “my dad loves God” I didn’t respond nor change the station although I felt she was a bit uncomfortable with the music because her friend was in the car. A perfect opportunity to talk about God’s goodness.

I know in my heart that I need to love Jesus with all my heart and everything else regardless of what that is, be it finances, relationships, or other insecurities will not effect me in any type of negative way. I need to put into practice the fact when fear knocks on my door I need to answer it with faith.

What are your silver coins?

Prayer: Lord, forgive them for they not know what they do. Help us to overcome and to stand firm with you. Help us to be bold witnesses for you and to love you with all our heart. Amen

Day 39
Friday, April 10
Read Isaiah 52:12-53:12
Written by Lisa Hansen-Benkert

At various times in my life, I have dealt with some intense periods of pain, physical and/or emotional.  (Haven’t we all?)  I have learned that pain and suffering brings out the worst in me – complaining, grumbling, irritability, and standoffishness – especially to those that I love the most.   Have you ever endured so much pain that your face is contorted to the point where you don’t even look like yourself?  Now consider the Lord’s suffering servant – “beaten so we could be whole”, “whipped so we could be healed”.  We should be startled that God used such disfiguring pain and suffering for the fulfillment of his plan to rescue us from all our sins.

In mathematics, there is great emphasis on the words “for every” and “for all”.  We prove that certain properties are true “for all” possible real numbers…meaning that not even one of the infinite amount of real numbers is excluded.  Isaiah 53:6 says, “Yet the Lord laid on him the sins of us ALL.”  Not just one person, not just the “good” people, but “for all” of us.  Not even one person is excluded.  And in verse 11, it says, “my righteous servant will make it possible for many to be counted righteous for he will bear ALL their sins”.  Not just one sin, not just the really “bad” sins, but “for all” our sins.  Not even one sin is excluded.  As a mathematician, I find comfort knowing that the price has been paid “for every” one of my sins.
Day 40
Saturday, April 11
Read Exodus 14:15-15:1
Written by Don Ryan
With a little bit of help from Cecil B. DeMille, the parting of the Red Sea is one the most well known “visible and supernatural manifestations of the supreme and incomparable majesty of God.”  That’s the definition of glory according to the The New Bible Commentary: Revised.  As God was telling Moses what to do (i.e. “Raise your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea …..”), God told him twice that he was going to “gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horseman.”  What’s easy to miss, is that Moses had it wrong about how God was going to deliver the Israelites.  In verse 13 and 14, Moses records that he told the people to “stand firm” and “you need only be still.”  Wrong.  But immediately God gets Moses back on the right track. Paraphrasing a bit, he says, “What are you talking about?” “Tell the Israelites to get going.”  And the rest of the narrative tells us how God used his great power to deliver the Israelites as they “moved on”.  The writer to the Hebrews tells us that Moses was a man of great faith.  God doesn’t tell us that we’ve got to get it right.  He tells us that he is going to gain glory.  He tells us, trust and obey. 
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Our Vision


 “Unified in Jesus, transformed by His Word, 


and empowered to love and serve.”
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Having accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we commit ourselves to live out the Kingdom of God joyfully in the world and join together in:
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