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Lenten
Devotional
About the Lenten Devotional


Welcome to the Lenten Devotional written by the members of Christ Presbyterian Church. In this booklet you will find the reflections of people that you know and love wrestling with the truth of the Word of God.

The purpose of this devotional is to lead us closer to Christ and fall deeper in love with Him and His Word. This devotional highlights the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We don’t all need a seminary degree or be a biblical scholar to understand the Word of God. The Bible was meant to be accessible to all who have God’s Spirit. Almost everyone that wrote a devotional said to me that they didn’t feel qualified or were challenged by this assignment. I think you will agree with me after reading these daily devotionals that God equipped and empowered all of them.


Let us join together during Lent and be a body the commits to spending more time with the Lord and His Word.

How to Use this Devotional....

· Monday through Saturday in Lent take 15 minutes of your day to spend with God in this devotional. (Sundays we get to spend the day together around His Word).

· First, read the scripture verses of the day (Don’t skip this step!)

· Second, read the personal reflection from a member of CPC.

· Third, talk with God:

· Pray for the person that wrote the devotion

· Ask God what He is telling you through the scripture and reflection.

· Pray for anything else on your heart.
Day 1
Wednesday, February 17
Read Matthew 6:1-6,16-18
Written by Cheri Turnbull
So Jesus gives 3 examples of ‘righteous acts’ – charity, prayer, and fasting.  And he warns us to do them in secret so that only God knows.  Because all that’s really important is God’s approval.  Then God will reward us.

What would it be like to only think, say, or do what would be pleasing to God for even one day?  I would have to resist bragging to someone about it.  How do I put aside my pride or my need to be loved and admired by others?  Let’s say I am able to do that for a day.  How do I keep from patting myself on the back for it?  How do I refrain from asking, ‘What is my reward?’

It’s a tough one, but we have to try.  These and other righteous acts please God.  Jesus is expecting us as His disciples to do them.  He says, ‘When you pray…’, ‘When you give to the needy…’, ‘When you fast…’.  He doesn’t say, ‘If’.  

Lord, help me to be humble and loving in my actions, yet bold when professing your actions that saved me.  Help me to be a good Christian example to new disciples without being puffed up and full of myself.

Day 2
Thursday, February 18
Read Luke 9:22-25
Written by Eliz Tongue
This passage makes me feel secure that we are living for the Truth if we follow Jesus. He had to be rejected by the spiritual leaders of the time, suffer, and die on the cross. We are called to follow his example.

People may reject us and our beliefs but when we are living our faith and for His glory, we are doing what he asked of us. Without Him we have nothing, so even if we think we have security in our possessions or in this world, we really have nothing. If we shed what the world gives us for the Lord, He will save our life. Without Jesus, we will never be anything worthwhile.
Day 3
Friday, February 19
Read Proverbs 22:6, Ephesians 6:1-4
Written by Jeane Clay
Edith, Betty, Bob and I were blessed to have loving Christian parents. We were brought up to attend church and Sunday School with our parents. We were taught good morals and right principles. We learned Bible stories and how to pray, and had blessings at our meals. We learned to tithe our money, be kind and loving and to share with others. We were taught these things not only by word but by example.
Our parents were loving and faithful to each other throughout their lives. They led us to the Lord which is the most important thing you can do for your children. We only have a few years to influence our children. When these years are over and your children are grown, your hope is that they will be good Christians.

I’m sure we all have regrets, but we cannot go back to relive our life. Therefore it is important to be faithful to the Lord and energetic in our parenting.
Day 4
Saturday, February 20
Read Luke 5:27-32
Written by Lisa Hansen-Benkert
Today I had one of those days where I was really busy all day, but still felt like I had accomplished nothing.  Ever have one of those days?  Every minute of my day was filled with, seemingly, a hundred things that demanded my attention all at once.  By 4:30, I looked at the piles on my desk and sighed, knowing that I was no further along in preparing for tomorrow than when I arrived this morning.

Writing this devotion was among the things on my to-do list today.  After reading the passage, I let out a sigh of conviction.  Did you hear how Levi responded to Jesus’ invitation?  “Leaving everything, he rose and followed him.”  Levi left everything.  The piles on his desk?  His great wealth as a tax collector?  His concerns that he wasn’t the right guy for the job?  He left it all behind.  And he rejoiced about leaving it all behind by throwing a huge party for Jesus.

Oh, how I need to leave things behind as well.  This unfortunately does not mean that I should abandon my piles of grading and leave them behind.  But how about the burden of those piles of grading and the never ending to-do list?  Sigh.  Thankfully the great physician reminds us that we – the sinners – are called.  We are called to leave behind all our burdens, our past, our anger, shame and guilt.  Trade it in for a rich relationship with the one who lovingly calls us to repentance. 
Day 5
Monday, February 22
Read Romans 10:8-13
Written by Debbie Affricano
According to the Word, as long as we confess with our mouth that Jesus Christ is Lord, believe in our heart, that God raised Jesus from the dead, and call on the name of Lord, we are saved. 

This is stated in the Old Testament along with the New Testament. Very simply stated, it is not by our deeds that we are saved, it is by our faith. Let us rejoice in this promise from our Lord. 

Day 6
Tuesday, February 23
Read Matthew 16:13-19
Written by Bob Mendoza
This section of scripture is in response to a question Jesus asked his apostles of which Peter responded when asked who do you say I am in contrast to people saying he was John the Baptizer or Elijah or Jeremiah or one of the other prophets. Peter says, “You are the Christ, the Son of God, the Living God.” Jesus reminds Peter these words were given to him by God and then Jesus commissions him to be a witness of this truth which is to build His Church, the Body of Christ. The massive rock is Christ, the bridgegroom, and we like Peter the smaller gemstones that make up His massive Body, the universal Church,  fleshed out throughout the world such as this precious flock known as Christ Presbyterian Church. May we like the disciples of old continue witnessing the good news till Jesus returns to take us home.
Day 7
Wednesday, February 24
Read Matthew 6:7-15
Written by Lillie Hickerson
When I was a child my family were members of a Baptist church. It was a practice of the church to hold a prayer service prior to the regular worship service. When in charge there was one Deacon who would always call on one of the younger children to pray. I recall my father telling us that if we were called on to pray and didn’t know what to say we should pray the Lord’s Prayer and that would be sufficient. I later realized what he meant.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gives the Lord’s Prayer as a model of how we should pray. As children of God we pray in His name. We call him Father and request that His name be honored and praised and that His will be done on earth as in heaven. We also make requests for our daily needs, forgivenesss of our sins as we forgive those who have hurt us. We also ask God to help us when we are tempted to fall into sin and to deliver us from the power of Satan, and ends acknowledging the power and glory of God forever.
We should pray in sincerity, from the heart, in truth and faith and not a lot of repetition. I find that my public prayers are usually short and to the point but my private prayers are more personal and in detail according to my needs and those of others.

“To prays—is to desire, but it is to desire what God would have us to desire. He who desires not from the bottom of his heart offers a deceitful prayer.”—Fenelon.

Day 8
Thursday, February 25
Read Psalm 51
Written by Don Ryan
One of the rock songs appropriated by the Jesus Movement as an anthem in the late 1960s and early 1970s was Eric Clapton’s “Presence of the Lord”. 

I have finally found a way to live

Just like I never did before

And I know that I don’t have much to give

But soon I’ll open any door

Everybody knows the secret

Everybody knows the score

I have finally found a way to live

That’s in the presence of the Lord

While I don’t know what Clapton meant or understood by the words he wrote, David penned similar thoughts, captured as Psalm 51, after his affair with Bathsheba, when he pleads “Do not cast me from your presence.” Why did David ask this? David knew the only place to live, really live, was in the presence of the Lord. Early in the Psalm, David acknowledges that not only does he not have much to give, but that he doesn’t have anything to give because “surely I have been a sinner from birth.” As a result of being in God’s presence, you cannot help but admit your sin and then ask God to “cleanse me, wash me” and “create in me a clean heart.” I find it interesting that David does not remain looking inward, but in verse 13 he turns outward and states that, as a result of God saving him, other sinners will turn back to God. Clapton echoes this same thought that somehow there is a connection between us living in God’s presence and everybody knowing this secret. Let’s rejoice that we and others now live in God’s presence and will do so forever.

Day 9
Friday, February 26
Read Matthew 7:7-12
Written by Sandy Burgess
This passage makes me think about a few experiences from my life that involve asking, seeking, knocking, and receiving. We do all of these when we first come to God by inviting Him into our lives. 

Though my parents attended church and brought me to Sunday school from an early age, I never heard of receiving Christ by accepting Him as Savior.  The first encounter with this part of Christianity occurred when I was about 15 and was assigned a roommate named Joanie at the school for the blind.  Joanie was thought of as “strange,” by most kids because she was always respectful, followed every rule to the letter, and was “religious,” in an era when hippie types proclaimed “God is dead.”  Joanie was a Pentecostal Church attendee.  Most music was banned by her, so my rock listening stopped; country music was the only godly music acceptable besides hymns.  As we made it through a semester together, Joanie approached me more than once to talk about accepting Christ.  Her talks always included a scenario about someone knocking on the door of my home and the analogy that Christ was knocking at the door of my heart and wanted me to invite Him in just as I would invite a friend who knocked at my door.  We never got farther than this because I did not accept Jesus. Thank God I accepted Him years after Joanie planted a seed. God desires to be in relationship with us, and to answer us if we seek Him, let Him in, and ask for His favor. 
Day 10
Saturday, February 27
Read Matthew 5:20-26
Who have you been angry with recently?

Why are you angry with them?

Pray for that person and for your anger.

Find a way to be reconciled with that person this week.

Day 11
Monday, March 1
Read Deuteronomy 26:16-19
Written by Nikali Benkert
Verse 16 states, “The Lord your God commands you this day to follow these laws”.  For me, this passage speaks of obedience and giving up control to Him.  Our Father in heaven sets rules, laws and commands for us to follow.  But why?  Why do we have to follow what He says?  Doesn’t He give us free will and the choice to do what we want?  Well God does give us a choice, but all too often we choose the wrong path.  If, however, we put our complete trust in Him, He guides us in ways we can’t imagine.  The hardest part comes in giving Him everything.  We can’t pick and choose which laws or commands to follow or where to place our devotion.

Here is a slightly corny way of looking at it.  Most of the time I follow the rules set before me.  I brush my teeth multiple times during the day, arrive to work on time, pay my taxes, etc.  However there are plenty of rules that I choose to ignore.  One of my problems is that I always drive too fast going from here to there and I justify it by saying that the rule (speed limit) is just a mere suggestion.  Do we do that with God?  Do we take some of His commands as suggestions and ignore them when it isn’t convenient for what we want?  May this Lenten season bring about our total and complete obedience to Him.

Day 12
Tuesday, March 2
Read Philippians 3:17—4:1
Written by Brian Moore
As a coach past and present in various sports the athletes have proved that with practice their skills become honed. So it is with Christians if we model or practice our lives to that of Christ we certainly will become closer to him as well as become more to his likeness.

I personally have many things that can keep me separated from Christ but am becoming more aware of those things and taking action against the enemy.  I constantly fall short of his glory however; I feel his loving arms around me encouraging me to come closer. Often I have to get out of my own way and allow God to work in my life. It’s my goal to rid my life of sin and I hope I’m prepared for his second coming. 

“I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.”— Romans 7:18

Lord Jesus help us all to let down the walls we barricade ourselves with so we may be in communion with you. I pray we would follow you and your example on how to live, love, and most importantly worship you through all our trials and tribulations. In Jesus’ precious name, AMEN!
Day 13
Wednesday, March 3
Read Luke 6:36-38

What have you done that God has forgiven?

What have others done to you that you haven’t forgiven? Who have you been angry with or bitter against?

What stops you from forgiving them?

How does the Golden rule (Matthew 7:12) apply to this passage?
Day 14
Thursday, March 4
Read Matthew 23:1-12
Written by Patrice Gresham
The first way I ever learned to disrespect an adult was by pointing out that they didn’t follow the rules they set for me. “You don’t do it, so why should I?”
Matthew 23: 1- 12 talks about following rules, even when others don’t. It’s very simple to want to label hypocrites, and rebel against what we know to be correct because we see so many others fail to follow through. The thing to remember is, it’s not our job to judge what everyone else is doing; it’s our responsibility to make sure that what we do is sincere, and that what we do is spread the Word and follow His Law. Matthew reminds us that it isn’t about us. It’s about loving Him. 

Day 15
Friday, March 5
Read Matthew 20:17-28
Written by Sharon Nieves
I fear that my children may end up in a bad or life threatening situation when they are out with their friends; I tell them they can always call me. I will not ask any questions when I pick them up, I will thank them for trusting me and wait until we are both able to talk about what happened. 

I fear that my children will feel as if they have no escape, I tell them that they can tell me anything and I will not judge them, betray their trust, or turn my back on them. I tell my children that no matter what happens in their life I will always love and support them.

As parents we can somewhat predict our children’s future based on our past and with that we try to change any negative potential outcomes. However, we can’t always “fix” everything. Our children may have bad experiences and the only thing we can do as their parents is love them, trust them, and never judge them or turn our backs on them. With Jesus, he knows that one of his disciples will betray him and yet he is not disappointed in them nor does he turn his back on them - instead he loves them, as parents do with their children. 

I feel that this passage represents sacrifice. As parents, we learn to sacrifice in order to give more to our children. We often make sacrifices without thinking twice about it. We do it without regrets because our sacrifices are being made out of love. As parents, there is no thought to what lengths we would go to for our children, what sacrifices we would make because of the love we have for them. As for Zebedee's sons they are willing to sacrifice their lives in order to sit at the right and left of Jesus. Their love for Jesus is strong and unwavering, like the love parents have for their children.
Day 16
Saturday, March 6
Read Luke 16:19-31
Written by Nate Tripp
To be honest, this passage struck me as being rather dismal and hopeless.  This world is filled with trials, temptations, and distractions.  I would be lying if I said that it was easy not to get caught up in it all.  Everyone knows that when we get caught up in our own comings and goings and are not focusing on our relationships with people, whether with friends, family, colleagues; whoever our relationships may be with, it is easy not to listen.  They suffer. The same holds true for our relationship with God. I know that during the week, I hardly give Him a moment of my day.  As a result, my relationship with him suffers.  How then can I really be listening for the things He has in store for me?

This passage indicates to me that allowing my relationship with God to suffer ought to be, well, my second choice.  So, what’s hopeful about that anyway, in this chaotic and busy life where it is so easy to just check out and not listen?

Well, I think it is that God wants to engage us in a personal relationship if we will just take a moment to listen.  He wants to know us.  If we give God the time of day during our lives, we will be rewarded with a chance to hang out with Father Abraham a little bit down the line.  Better than heat.

So, here’s my challenge to YOU if you are reading this.  I’m going to do it too.  At the very least, take 10 minutes of each day for the next week.  Turn of the computer, the T.V., iPod, etc.  Eliminate your distractions.  Then pray.  

Sounds easy, right?  Maybe so, maybe not.  Whatever place you are in, this will help you build your relationship with Him and the rest will fall into place, including that whole eternity thing.
Day 17
Monday, March 8
Read Genesis 37:3-4, 12-28
Written by Patrick Murray
This story has always bothered me to some degree.  Who do I blame here:  the brothers for their vindictive, jealous behaviors, Israel for showing his favoritism to one son, or Joseph for allowing his father to put him in this position?  After all, he didn’t have to accept all the accolades.  Most people, I think, would blame the brothers, but I’m not sure that’s fair.  Israel’s behavior here disturbs me the most.

Parents play such a pivotal role in the life of their children.  It is their responsibility to lead through example and to love their children well without showing favoritism.  At this stage of the story, Israel’s failure to love his children in a Godly way has dire consequences.  Joseph eventually ends up in Egypt as a slave, a father’s heart is broken, and the brothers are now forced to live a life of silence, secrecy, and under the impression that Joseph is probably dead.

I am so grateful that this reading is not the whole story about parenthood in scripture.  Consistently throughout the biblical story, God the Father loves us unconditionally.  He loves well and without any favoritism.  He also does this in spite of how poorly he is treated by His children.  And in the end, He makes the ultimate sacrifice that allows us to be a part of His Kingdom Story by giving up His only Son.

Parenting is not easy, especially in today’s world.  And we make the job more difficult when we show favoritism, or participate in any behaviors that cause our children to compete for our affection. Lord, help us to have your heart for the children you have given us.  Remind us, Lord, that we love them best when we love them freely and without condition just as You have loved us.

Day 18
Tuesday, March 9
Read Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
Written by John Calkins
This is the story of two boys. The younger was totally irresponsible. He left home, squandered is assets, and then returned home, where he was treated like royalty.
His brother, who had worked hard and long was treated like a servant. What kind of a message can children get from this?

Be a bum and the world will be given to you or work hard and your reward will be more hard work?

Was the father unwise in his handling of this situation? What does this say about the Father’s love or about God’s love for us?
Day 19
Wednesday, March 10
Read Luke 13:1-9
Written by Bill Kaeding
This story about repentance begins with people telling Jesus of Galileans killed by Pilate whose blood he mixed with the blood of the altar sacrifices; and other people telling him about a tower at Siloam which had fallen and killed eighteen persons. While telling their stories these people seemed to be saying or implying to Jesus that those persons killed must have sinned greatly in order to have deserved such a fate.

Even today we sometimes hear (or say) of a person who has been badly injured or killed that we wonder why “so and so” deserved such a fate. Or perhaps we wonder why bad things happen to “good” people—a thought not too far removed from the questions being asked of Jesus. Does God classify and mead out punishment? And is it according to the degree of a person’s sins—the worst punishment for bad sinners and lesser punishment to the small sinners?

Jesus sought to answer the questions of the people about the effect that sin played in the death and manner of death of people in stories. He told them that the sins of the people who had died under the fallen tower at Siloam were no greater than the sins of those living in Jerusalem; nor were the sins of the people whose blood was mixed in Galilee greater than the sin of other Galileans. But he went on to say that unless they all repent that they all will come to the same end. 

How does this response of Jesus apply to us today? 

Day 20
Thursday, March 11
Read 2 Kings 5:1-15
Written by Elise Bernice
Through a number of characters this story exemplifies a variety of characteristics, both good and bad.  Naaman is described as a brave warrior and a great man, but shows impatience and anger.  The King of Israel appears to show some paranoia and forgetfulness (Elisha performed a miracle for him not too long ago – why didn’t the king think of him first when he received the letter?).  However, what most strikes me is the character of the unnamed servant girl.  

Captured in a raid, stolen from her family, and sold as a slave to strangers, this unnamed girl exemplifies more courage, faith, and love than any other character.  Knowing what we do of Naaman’s temper, had her suggestion failed, one can only guess what would have been the consequence of wasting all his time and efforts.  The easiest path for her as a slave would have been to stay silent.  But she trusted in her God and his servant Elisha enough to take that risk.  This demonstrates not only her courage and faith, but also her kindness towards the one responsible for her captivity.  

How likely would I desire the healing of the commander of the armies that raided my home and stole my freedom?  How willing am I to go out of my way to actively love those who mistreat me?  How much do I pray for those who annoy me?  How much do I believe that God can do great things in their lives?

Day 21
Friday, March 12
Read 
Matthew 18:21-35
Written by Erin Quinney
While reading and praying over this passage I found myself thinking of the times when I struggle most with forgiveness. Those times are found in the everyday interactions or situations in which something is said or done that I feel was hurtful or offensive and I somehow feel wronged.  As minor as they are I sure can hold them tight. The majority of the time the other party is completely unaware of the “wrong”.  Why? Because it is all about me.  It has nothing to do with them.  It is about my perception and the intention I have placed upon them.  It is only through prayer and accountability that the reality of this has been brought to my sight.  

It is a humbling experience to ask God to bring to light anything between you and Him and He shines a flood light on your unforgiving heart.  It is even more humbling when He calls you out on it through someone else who says “you need to ask that person to forgive you for not loving them the way that you should”.  This was hard to hear, after all that God has forgiven me for and how he loves me, how could I be so unforgiving and unloving? As hard as it was it was also a huge growth point in my relationship with Him for which, I am now deeply thankful. 

I pray that you would humble yourself before God and welcome Him to change your heart. 

Day 22
Saturday, March 13
Read Matthew 5:17-19
What does it mean that Jesus fulfills the law and prophets?

Does that mean we are still under the law?

How does Matthew 7:12 apply to this passage? What action of Jesus fulfills the law and prophets?

If Jesus fulfills the law, how do we abide by the law?

Day 23
Monday, March 15
Read Mark 12:28-34
Written by Glenna Ryan
Jesus liked to ask questions but He seldom answered them directly. He would respond with a story, another question or refuse to answer. But when the scribe in Mark 12:28-34 asks Jesus “What commandment is foremost of all?”  Jesus answers in an explicit and clear manner.

Jesus answered!  Why did He answer?  Did Jesus sense this was not a trap but an honest question from one student of the law to another?  Did Jesus love the opportunity to lift up His Father and say to love Him with everything you’ve got?  Did Jesus want to affirm this scribe because he understood that the kingdom is about the heart not ceremonial law keeping?  I think Jesus answered the question for all these reasons. He wanted to affirm the truth. 

Jesus goes beyond just answering the question.  He tells the scribe he is not far from the kingdom of God.  This is exciting to me because it says God can reveal the truth of the kingdom to those who really want to know it.  This scribe understood that God wanted relationship not ritual.

There is one difference between Jesus’ quote of the greatest commandment and that of the scribe.  Jesus personalized the commandment by using the pronouns you and your.  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, etc.”  I think the substitution of “the” for “your” is significant and a clue as to why the scribe was close but not in the kingdom.  Jesus’ words tickle the imagination and leave me wondering what Jesus meant by, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”?  What more did he need to get in? When interacting with those outside the Kingdom, instead of focusing on what’s missing in their knowledge of God, why not affirm the truth God has already revealed to them about Himself?  Isn’t that what Jesus did? Maybe they are not as far away as we think?
Day 24
Tuesday, March 16
Read Luke 18:9-14
Written by Patricia LaRose
In this passage, Jesus compares a proud, self righteous man to a sinful man who is ashamed of his actions. He reminds us of the importance of realizing our place as sinners. As we grow and mature in our faith, we are not to become proud and boast about all the good things we do. No matter how much we change and try to follow Jesus, we remain so far from what He is. Jesus does not tell us not to do the good works, but simply not to boast and think our righteous actions set us apart from other sinners. Jesus goes on to tell us that the only thing that sets a sinner apart is to humbly admit our sin, and repent, like the tax collector does. It is liberating to know that Jesus does not require me to perform endless tasks to prove my devotion, but rather asks me to examine my life and acknowledge how much I need Him. However, it is only by learning more and more about who Jesus is that we can fully realize our sin. I can understand how people who do not know Jesus can believe that they are righteous. Many people live lives that are very admirable. But even the best and brightest have that inner voice that no one can see; the voice I contend with every day which makes selfish demands, judges others, and rationalizes my sinful behavior.  I am so thankful that Jesus has set me free from that self absorbed little me. We can all rest in the knowledge that it is not because of what we do or have done, but simply because of whom He is that we are set apart from our sin. If I keep in mind the price Jesus paid to release me from the bondage of my sin, it is impossible to be anything but humbled. May we all experience true humility and rest in our fathers love this Lenten season.
Day 25
Wednesday, March 17
Read 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
What does it mean to be reconciled to God?

What is the ministry of reconciliation?
How do you represent Christ to the people around you?

Day 26
Thursday, March 18
Read Psalm 30
Written by George Ammirato
This thanksgiving Psalm was written by a man who had been seriously ill and had almost died.   He reached a point where he could no longer help himself and he cried and begged the Lord for help.  Complete surrender!  The Lord answered his prayers.  He recognized this and heaped praise on the Lord by singing, rejoicing, dancing, giving thanks, and a promise to not be silent about the Lord rescuing him.

I have been through a difficult time in my life.  In the midst of my suffering, I didn’t always turn to the Lord for help.  When I have, he has answered my prayers.  The answers aren’t always what I want to hear but they were the right answers.  God scored a 100.  I am so thankful that the Lord lifted me up.  He saved me when I was spiraling down to the pit of death.  The psalmist reminds me to express my thanks in an exuberant way and to be full of joy for I have the Lord in my life.   

We have all fallen at one time or another.  The question is how do we respond?  Do we boldly cry out to the Lord for help and sincerely believe he will answer our prayers?  When he answers our prayers, how do we respond?
Day 27
Friday, March 19
Read John 5:17-30
Written by Betty Bradley
Reading the assigned scripture, I was reminded of when my two sisters, brother and I were all still living at home. One afternoon, my mother asked me to let the other kids, who were out in the yard, know that it was time to go in the house and get cleaned up before supper. I delivered the message and Edith and Jeane went right in the house, but Bobby, who was about seven, said to me,
"You’re not my Mother. I don’t have to mind you"
I replied, "You’re right I’m not your mother and I’m happy about that, but it was Mother who sent me out with a message to deliver." 
He answered "OK, if she sent you I guess I had better go in now.”

I had no authority over anyone. I was just a messenger. When God sent His Son Jesus to earth, it was very different. God committed all judgment to Him and gave Him the authority to execute judgment and He also gave Him the power to perform miracles. Jesus is worthy to receive the same honor as God, the Father. If we believe in your heart that Jesus is the Son of God and follow Him, He will one day, lead us to heaven where we will spend eternity with Him. 

Day 28
Saturday, March 20
Read John 5:31-47
Written by Gail Walls
We often put so much faith in the testimonies and praises of man.  We trust what we are told and we believe and rely on the words and praises of others.  We need to turn more to the Word of God and allow his Word to dwell in us.  Unless we go to the Father, through his son Jesus, who knows us well (our desires and our needs), we will not have life.  The Word promises us that Jesus came to save us and that we can know the Father through him.  By our acceptance of Jesus, that he has come in his Father's name, we will have eternal life and he will see us through the highs and lows of our everyday earthly life.  We need to trust in the Word, call upon the Lord in our times of need, and praise him for his unfailing love. 

Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for sending your son to save us.  May your word abide in our hearts each day as we go forth to do your will.  Amen.

Day 29
Monday, March 22
Read John 7:1-2,10, 25-30
Written by Danielle Benkert
Sometimes I wonder if I had lived in Jesus’ time…  Would I have known who He was?  I’d like to think so, but I guess I can’t say for sure.  I suppose I would have done a significant amount of investigation- I would have listened to His teachings, consulted with people that I respect and looked up to, talked to Him myself- how incredible it is to think about that!  

That being said, think about all of what we know today…  Think about everything that He teaches us in the Bible!  We have the ultimate life resource.  A guide!  His wisdom is all in one place.  In my journey I know that I’ve had moments that I felt rather far from where I know Jesus wanted me.  It is during these times that I’ve found myself with a hunger for His Word.  With my nose in the bible, I begin to learn more and more about who Jesus is and the messiness of who I’ve become starts to fade away.  

I feel very blessed for all the “second chances” Jesus has given me to run back into His arms.  My prayer for us is that we’ll always feel His love, we’ll always sense His comfort, and we’ll always experience the wonder of who He is.

Day 30
Tuesday, March 23
Read John 7:40-53
Written by Cory Tripp
What strikes me most about this passage is that time and again throughout Scripture, the disbelief of the Pharisees planted seeds of doubt about whether or not Christ was the Messiah. The people seem so easily swayed.  Even when they realized that He was special, that He spoke and acted like no one they had ever met, they allowed themselves to be misled by the disbelief of others around them.  It seems so silly to me, and I want to say to them, “This man is performing miracles right in front of your eyes, and fulfills all of the prophecies that you have put your trust in for so long! How can you not see what is right in front of you, and be so easily convinced otherwise?”  But then I realized that things haven’t changed all that much today.  I know that I myself, though I do believe that Jesus was and is the Messiah, allow myself to be easily misled by the distractions around me.  I know that my daily walk is the biggest testament to my belief, and yet I don’t give it the time and attention that I should.  Just like the people in this passage, I allow seeds of doubt and distraction to be planted in my head, and it keeps me from allowing Christ full access to my life.  I’m sure I’m not alone in this.  So how do we change this behavior?  We need to trust that Christ is who He says He is, and who the Scriptures say that He is. Then we need to make the decision to follow Him 100%, no matter what others might say.  It is only then that we will find true fulfillment in Him, and be able to confidently spread the word that He is the Son of God, and the only way to Heaven.

Day 31
Wednesday, March 24
Read John 8:1-11
Written by Tom Quinney
Imagine if there were a list of sin’s with your name on it. All of the sins you ever committed were on that list. What would it look like for you? Could you defend it without Jesus Christ on your side? My list is gigantic. The things I have done and continue to do in my life, the things that I have thought and still think to this day. What if that list was exposed to the world? It would be an embarrassment. There would always be someone who would defend your ways and another to condemn, but in the end the shame of our list would overwhelm our heart.

We seem to take a perverse type of pleasure and entertainment in another’s failings and we are quick to judge. Every little aspect of our lives can be picked at and torn apart. Most of what we do in our lives is never exposed to the light or put on center stage for the world to see and remains hidden in our hearts.

We are all sinners. Jesus provides us a way to walk away from our sin, to turn away completely. That is wonderful, but how can it be done in this world of distraction. The convenience of living our lives gets in the way. Living our life for Jesus, having him on our mind every second of everyday, trusting in someone you never met or witnessed, giving our lives to our savior Jesus Christ, and turning away from sin? Jesus is asking us to walk away from our sin, to trust him and believe that no matter what he will be there to pick-up the pieces.

Luke 42b (NLT): “First get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye”.

Day 32
Thursday, March 25
Read Psalm 23
Written by Ellen Lappalainen
Somewhere in my early childhood I learned the 23rd Psalm. Perhaps it was the year I learned Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us by Dorothy Thrupp.

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need Thy tender care; In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use Thy folds prepare.

We are Thine, Thou dost befriend us, be the Guardian of our way; Keep Thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray.

Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; Thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse and pow’r to free.

Early let us seek Thy favor, early let us do Thy will;

Blessed Lord and only Savior, with Thy love our bosoms fill.

I turn to this Psalm when I am in difficult situations and at times I recite to a client who may be in need of help. There has never been a time in my life that I had to go without clothes, food, shelter or stuff. God has us in a beautiful world to live in, when I am down in my spirit I go  to nature for comfort and peace. God saves me by His grace for His sake. God choose me to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the Truth. God is with me not only here on earth, but I know He will be there when I take my last breath. He has taken time to make me righteous with the rod of discipline and with the staff He gently leads me along.
God is always faithful!
Day 33
Friday, March 26
Read John 8:21-30
Why can’t some people go where Jesus is going?
What does Jesus mean when he states, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he”?
Write a few words in the space below to thank Jesus for saving you from death
Day 34
Saturday, March 27
Read John 8:31-42
Written by Nicole Belbin
This is the famous “the truth will set you free” passage. When I think of this passage, I have conflicting emotions. I am saddened by the fact that some Christians have taken these words and used them to further their own agenda, each putting a spin on what the truth is instead of furthering the Kingdom of God. Many Christians, much like the Jews who did believe in Jesus, have missed the point of his teachings. Reflecting on this passage reminds me that to be in God’s Word I need to turn to the Bible and not put my trust in imperfect people.

At the same time, I find comfort knowing that it is not anything I do, but God’s grace that saves me. I can relate to the Jews who seemed oblivious to Jesus’ teachings. How many chances did Jesus give the Jews to see who he really was? At times, I find myself being resistant to Jesus’ teachings because it is not what I want to hear or it is not what I have been taught by others. As we mindlessly go through our day, with all the freedoms we enjoy, it is easy to forget that we are indeed enslaved by sin.  Let us not forget that Jesus is the one true way to freedom from sin and the eternal death it causes.

Day 35
Monday, March 29
Read Psalm 27
Written by Ven Grumoli
This psalm is one of many that I love and adore. It hits home for me in my life. Evil does assail me whether it be at home or elsewhere. But just as David’s cry in verse 5, God will hide me from sin and cover me with His love. He hears our cry for help and He will answer us.
Verse 8 talks about seeking God’s face.

Verse 11 asks God to teach us His ways and lead us on a level path.

During the Lenten season let your faith be strong and grow with Him. Fight off evil with good. Wait for the Lord and let your heart take courage and wait on Him and life’s struggles will be easier if you do this.

Cry out to the Lord and He will answer you.
Day 36
Tuesday, March 30
Read John 13:21-38
How have you betrayed Jesus?

Take some time this week and ask Jesus to forgive you and help you be a courageous witness for Him 

Day 37
Wednesday, March 31
Read Matthew 26:14-25
Written by Jennifer Nieves
This is the Passover dinner in which one of Jesus’ disciples betrays him. (All I am picturing is the long dinner table with everyone sitting around it and Jesus in the middle) To me, Judas cares more about wealth than he does his soul, and needless to say that of Jesus. Judas is walking beside Him and knows how holy He is, but is still planning on betraying him for silver. Jesus knows he is going to be betrayed and knows who exactly is going to do it, but still sits down with him and eats with him. That is how much Jesus loves. When He says woe to the man who betrays Him, I believe He is saying woe to his soul. His soul is destroyed because he betrayed Jesus, which means no life in heaven, in turn the quote "It would have been good for that man if he had not been born." From this I realized how greedy one can be no matter the consequence. And how loving Jesus is, and how true He is to His word.

Day 38
Thursday, April 1
Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Written by Bob Tongue
When my children were younger, I remember a time that we went on a family trip to Greenfield to pick up some lobsters. While we were there we stopped at Famous Bill’s restaurant for dinner. We were all seated around the table and the waitress came to the table with small loaves of bread on a miniature cutting board. She put it in front of me and when I took one of the loaves and broke it in half, my oldest son, in a very serious and pious voice, said for all the restaurant to hear, “The Body of Christ, Broken for us all.” It seemed like the entire restaurant went silent. After a beat, a woman seated near us said, “He’s right, you know.” Isn’t it amazing how something so simple can bring us into the presence of Christ. I think that is why Jesus used ordinary bread and wine for the covenant. These are things that we use every day. This reminds us that Christ is with us even though we cannot see him. He said, “Whenever you do these things, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” When we are doing the most ordinary things, we still should be proclaiming the Lord’s death until he comes. When you break your daily bread, remember the Lord. I have never forgotten that day in the restaurant. There have been many times since that I have broken bread and every time, I relive that moment and think to myself, “The Body of Christ, Broken for all”. It is right, you know.

Day 39
Friday, April 2
Read John 18:1—19 42
Written by Aldine Grant
The timing was perfect. Jesus had not only spoken everything which needed to be said at the time, He had also finished His prayer to His Father. His “hour” had come.

What a sight it must have been; innumerable torch lights and lanterns streaming out of Jerusalem towards the garden of Gethsemane. The chief priest, Pharisees, temple police Roman Soldiers along with some Jews all battled up to arrest the man called Jesus whom was to be identified by Judas.

This seemed like a great plan. They could not fail this time, and indeed they did not. However, this was neither due to their brilliance nor their enormous numbers but it was the Lord’s “hour” and He was in complete control. Jesus was bold enough to identify Himself. The people were astonished by His boldness and fell involuntarily before Him out of fear. There was also a purpose in Jesus asking his question. In that if they seek Jesus of Nazareth there was no reason for the troops to deny His request to allow his disciples to walk free. It was like asking; “Whose name is on the warrant? If it is Me,… hear I am take me….leave the others”

The troops arrested Jesus and bound Him. But Jesus was still in control. The only reason this crowd could lead Him away was because it was the will of the Father and the Son. Jesus told Peter to put back his sword in its sheath so as to stop a massacre. He was in control. He secures the release of His disciples. He was in complete control. He is in total control today. Only Jesus can save anyone from their sins.

In a day when there is much chaos and danger around us, how good it is to know Him who is in control.

Day 40
Saturday, April 3
Read Luke 24:1-12
Written by Tracy Andrew Johnson
Why do I seek the living among the dead? Too often I find myself investing in the temporal things of the world. I spend my time with the things that are passing and fading away instead of spending time with the eternal, God and His Kingdom. I spend so much time stressing over little details of my life. I become angry when things don’t go my way instead of seeking God’s way. I neglect people and focus on the tasks at hand, even though I know those people are more important.

The people of this world seek false gods and idols—they seek after superstitions, myths and the things of the dead. Why are vampires and zombies so popular right now?

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. ” (John 10:10, ESV) Jesus offers life—true, abundant, overflowing life—in this world that is dead—that seeks to kill and destroy us.

We do not seek Jesus in a tomb. We do not seek Jesus on a cross. We seek Jesus among the living, because that is where he is moving, because He is alive and offering life to all.
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Our Vision


 “Unified in Jesus, transformed by His Word, 


and empowered to love and serve.”


Our Mission


Having accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we commit ourselves to live out the Kingdom of God joyfully in the world and join together in:


 


Worship: Glorify God together and honor Him with our lifestyle.





Ministry: Demonstrate God’s love by serving our neighbors.





Evangelism: Communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ.





Fellowship: Welcome people into a caring and encouraging family.





Discipleship: Educate God’s people with His truth.
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