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MEMBERSHIP at Christ Presbyterian Church

All those who regularly attend Christ Presbyterian and who want to support CPC’s ministry are encouraged to unite in membership with the CPC church family.

What is CPC’s Vision? 
Unified in Jesus, being transformed by His Word,

and empowered to love and serve.

In particular, CPC is:

1. Unified in Jesus: Our unity is sealed in the identity of Jesus and not of ourselves. Individually we are gifted and members of the one body, but corporately we are grounded in the same Truth and purpose of Jesus. In all things, Jesus is Lord.

2. Transformed by His Word: We are being transformed and conformed to the image of God by the power of the Living Word of God, Jesus. Through God’s inspired and only written Word we are being transformed into the likeness of Christ and being made Holy.

3. Empowered to love and serve: We are empowered by God’s Holy Spirit to love and serve. We are first and foremost called to love and serve God in all things. The best way to love and serve God is to love and serve our neighbors. The best way to love and serve our neighbors is by proclaiming the Truth and good news of Jesus Christ. We are called to be Christ’s Ambassadors in this world by ushering in His Kingdom of justice, peace, mercy, and love.
What is CPC’s Mission?

Having accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we commit ourselves to live out the Kingdom of God joyfully in the world and join together in:

Worship: Glorify God and honor Him with our lifestyle.

Ministry: Demonstrate God’s love by serving our neighbors.

Evangelism: Communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Fellowship: Welcome people into a caring and encouraging family.

Discipleship: Educate God’s people with His truth.

How can I commit to CPC’s vision and mission as a member?

Membership in Christ Presbyterian is open to anyone who meets the following requirements:

1. affirms personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ;

2. has been baptized according to the Scriptures;

3. accepts the Vision Statement, Mission Statement; Essentials of Faith.

4. accepts the responsibilities of membership as set out in our Membership Covenant.

The process is simple and has three main parts:

1. Participation in a membership class;

2. Completion of the membership application articulating their relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord; and

3. Personal interview and approval by CPC’s Session.

To affirm these steps and your desire to become a member of CPC, we would like each prospective member to meet with CPC’s Session (Board of Elders). In preparation for the meeting, please fill out the membership application.
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MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

WHAT IS EXPECTED OF ME AS A MEMBER?

At CPC we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches. We only expect our members to do what the Bible expects every Christian to do. These expectations are spelled out below.

What We Practice

For we are God’s masterpiece. 

He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, 

so that we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.
Ephesians 2:10

In the book of Ephesians Paul talks about the work that Christ has done in our lives. He is turning us into his very own masterpiece – a poem. The Greek word here is “poeima.” When our lives line up with God’s intent, we are his artisanship – his masterpiece.

At CPC we affirm that beliefs are not worth much unless they are translated into actions. Beliefs that are not expressed in action are only opinions. We want much more for our lives. Based on what the bible teaches, we feel strongly about these historic practices.

	



Celebrating

God
	But the time is coming and is already here when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for anyone who will worship him that way.  For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.  
John 4:23-24


	Again and again the scriptures call God’s people to gather on a regular basis to celebrate, sing, pray, and to learn. We come into the Lord’s presence – together each week. It is crucial to develop a rhythm of regular weekly worship. Personal worship is important but cannot replace the biblical direction to gather together to worship our God. We practice weekly worship in response to the teachings of God’s Word.


	Connecting

With God’s People.
	Think of ways to encourage one another to outbursts of love and good deeds. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his coming back again is drawing near
.
Hebrews 10:24-25 

	The life of faith is never a solitary act. The Bible emphasizes the word “we”.  Though our faith is found in an individual relationship with God, it is best expressed in the context of spiritual relationships. We are committed to providing a number of ways for you to be involved in the fellowship of this congregation as a source of spiritual friendship, accountability and mentoring.


	Listening

To God
	You have been taught the Holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It straightens us out and teaches us to do what is right. It is God’s way of preparing us in every way, fully equipped for every good thing God wants us to do.

2nd Timothy 3:15-17
Be glad for all God is planning for you. Be patient in trouble, and always be prayerful. 
 Romans 12:2 

	Since God’s Word is the only completely reliable and truthful authority, we accept the Bible as our manual for living. Our first question when faced with a decision is “What does the Bible say?” We practice daily Bible reading, Bible study and prayer. Listening best occurs when time is set aside each day to hear from God from his Word and talk directly with him in prayer.


	Giving

To God
	The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it again and sold everything he owned to get enough money to buy the field—and to get the treasure, too! 

 
Mathew 14:44 

A tithe of everything you produce belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord. 
 Lev. 26:30
For you are a chosen people. You are a kingdom of priests, God’s holy nation, his very own possession. This is so you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.  
I Peter 2:9

	The Bible teaches that every Christian is called to “full-time” Christian service, regardless of his or her vocation.  We practice the truth that every believer is a minister by encouraging every member to find a place of service and ministry.  Every believer has direct access to God through prayer and Bible reading. At CPC we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s body, the church, as God commands.  We recognize that giving at least 10% of our income is Biblical and a paradigmatic standard of giving.


	Inviting

People to God
	Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 

 
1 Peter 3:15

	It is the responsibility of every Christian to share the Good News with those with whom God brings us into contact.  We practice personal sharing about Christ and inviting people into a relationship with Jesus including inviting them to church.
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ESSENTIALS of FAITH
We Believe. . .

…there is only one God who is sovereign over all creation. God eternally coexists in three equal persons: Father, Son, Holy Spirit, as revealed in the Bible.

…Jesus Christ alone is Lord of all and the way of salvation. He is the living Word of God, the perfect image of the invisible God—fully God and fully human.

…the Bible is the only infallible and inerrant written Word of God, inspired by Holy Spirit, and is the first and final authority in faith and life.

…humanity is created in the image of God to know, love, obey and worship Him. Humanity freely chose to disobey this created purpose, separating us from God and bringing sin and death into the world. Every aspect of the human person is completely broken by sin and no human effort can fully resolve or redeem this defect.

…we were created for eternal life which is the free and gracious gift of God. This life is made possible by the once-and-for-all sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross and His resurrection from the dead. Jesus defeated the power of death and paid the penalty for our sins so that we might once again be in right relationship with God. The salvation that God offers is only given by grace and received by faith that Jesus is Lord and Savior for all.

…the Holy Spirit moves us to accept the atoning sacrifice of Jesus and compels us to be conformed into the image of God. The Holy Spirit continually works to renew our minds and increasingly transforms us toward a life of holiness, justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with God.

…the redeeming and reconciling work of Jesus in the world continues through the Church, the body of Christ. We are commanded by Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit, to proclaim the Gospel by loving God, loving our neighbor, and making all people disciples of Jesus.

…evil exists in the world and is personified in Satan, our accuser. He is at enmity with God and exists to deceive all people. God is sovereign over all and is greater than all the evil forces in the world.

…we are called to live a life of holiness and to be faithful stewards of God’s creation. We accomplish this through the generous and obedient use of our spiritual gifts, time, talents, and resources all to the glory of God.

We recognize that differences of opinion exist regarding non-essential theological issues, worship styles and sacramental practices. We believe, however, that these differences are overcome through sharing a common life in Jesus. In Christ we have freedom, constrained by His Lordship and His Holy Word.

EXCERPTS FROM PC(USA)’s Book of Order
G-5.0101
Membership through Faith

G-5.0101a.
The incarnation of God in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ gives to the church not only its mission but also its understanding of membership. One becomes an active member of the church through faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and acceptance of his Lordship in all of life. Baptism and a public profession of faith in Jesus as Lord are the visible signs of entrance into the active membership of the church.

G-5.0101b.
Persons may enter into active church membership in the following ways:  by profession of faith, reaffirmation of faith in Jesus Christ, or transfer of certificate from some other church.

G-5.0102
Membership as Ministry

A faithful member accepts Christ's call to be involved responsibly in the ministry of his Church. Such involvement includes

a. proclaiming the good news,

b. taking part in the common life and worship of a particular church,

c. praying and studying Scripture and the faith of the Christian Church,

d. supporting the work of the church through the giving of money, time, and talents,

e. participating in the governing responsibilities of the church,

f. demonstrating a new quality of life within and through the church,

g. responding to God's activity in the world through service to others,

h. living responsibly in the personal, family, vocational, political, cultural, and social relationships of life,

i. working in the world for peace, justice, freedom, and human fulfillment.

G-5.0103
Inclusiveness

The congregation shall welcome all persons who respond in trust and obedience to God's grace in Jesus Christ and desire to become part of the membership and ministry of his Church.  No persons shall be denied membership because of race, ethnic origin, worldly condition, or any other reason not related to profession of faith. Each member must seek the grace of openness in extending the fellowship of Christ to all persons.  (G-9.0104)  Failure to do so constitutes a rejection of Christ himself and causes a scandal to the gospel.
EXCERPTS FROM PC(USA)’s Book of Order
G-1.0100
1.  The Head of the Church

G-1.0100a.
All power in heaven and earth is given to Jesus Christ by Almighty God, who raised Christ from the dead and set him above all rule and authority, all power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. God has put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church, which is his body.
G-1.0100b.
Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission to the world, for its building up, and for its service to God. Christ is present with the Church in both Spirit and Word. It belongs to Christ alone to rule, to teach, to call, and to use the Church as he wills, exercising his authority by the ministry of women and men for the establishment and extension of his Kingdom.

G-1.0100c.
Christ gives to his Church its faith and life, its unity and mission, its officers and ordinances. Insofar as Christ's will for the Church is set forth in Scripture, it is to be obeyed. In the worship and service of God and the government of the church, matters are to be ordered according to the Word by reason and sound judgment, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

G-1.0100d.
In affirming with the earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, the Church confesses that he is its hope and that the Church, as Christ's body, is bound to his authority and thus free to live in the lively, joyous reality of the grace of God.

G-1.0200
2.  The Great Ends of the Church 

The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the w

G-1.0400
4.  The Historic Principles of Church Government 

Historic Principles of Church Government

The radical principles of Presbyterian church government and discipline are:


That the several different congregations of believers, taken collectively, constitute one Church of Christ, called emphatically the Church;  that a larger part of the Church, or a representation of it, should govern a smaller, or determine matters of controversy which arise therein; that, in like manner, a representation of the whole should govern and determine in regard to every part, and to all the parts united: that is, that a majority shall govern; and consequently that appeals may be carried from lower to higher governing bodies, till they be finally decided by the collected wisdom and united voice of the whole Church. For these principles and this procedure, the example of the apostles and the practice of the primitive Church are considered as authority

Christ Presbyterian Church belongs to the Presbyterian Church (USA). We are also a "confessing church" within the PC(USA), meaning we are Biblical, Reformed and Evangelical.
1. That Jesus Christ alone is Lord of all and the way of salvation.
2. That holy Scripture is the Triune God's revealed Word, the Church's only infallible rule of faith and life.
3. That God's people are called to holiness in all aspects of life. This includes honoring the sanctity of marriage between a man and a woman, the only relationship within which sexual activity is appropriate.
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